
Over at Bosham, it is impossible 
to resist The Breeze Café right on 
the waterside, so much so that at 

Spring tides the water has been known to come 
right in. The resident black labrador is aptly named 
Flood! The Café was taken over two years by local 
resident Jane MacKenzie. Jane has opened it up so 
every table now has a harbour view. Younger ones 
are provided with stubby chalks and encouraged to 
draw on the slate topped tables – irresistible for 
most adults as well. The small lunch menu has soup, 
jacket potatoes and the house special tartiflette. 
Jane says she prefers the winter when it’s quieter 
and locals gather to enjoy a warming drink and 
homemade cake.

Around to Emsworth, with its wealth of cafés, 
but the one with the best view (in my opinion) is 
The Deck at Emsworth Marina. It was opened in 
2011 by Debbie Green and is cleverly designed 
with large windows to get a feeling of bringing the 
‘outside in’. If you are feeling hardy there is seating 
outside or snuggle up indoors with a winter menu 
focusing on hot foods and casseroles. With warm 
salads, cauliflower cheese, pie of the day, light bites 
and sandwiches, something will appeal to your 
palate. The café uses small local suppliers and 
organic produce, where possible. There are always 
gluten-free options and a vegetarian special. The 
café has been designed with 
a ‘Poop Deck’ for dogs. The 
care and attention to detail 
put in by Debbie really shines 
through in this warm and 
welcoming café.  
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Working with The Friends of Chichester Harbour

NEWSLETTER FROM THE FRIENDS OF CHICHESTER HARBOuR

In this issue:
•  Exclusive interview with Diana Beale, owner of 

Cobnor Estate.

•  Join Harbour Watcher Chris Dalby on a walk 
though time.

•  An insider’s guide into the myriad 
organisations around Chichester Harbour.

2014: shaping up to be a busy 
year for the Friends

This year sees Chichester 
Harbour celebrating 50 years 
of being an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. As such, there 
is plenty going on. Our tireless 
Events Manager Val Evans has 
put together a fascinating 
programme of talks, guided 
tours and even a Paella Party. 

These gatherings are always great fun. If you’re not 
yet a Friend, why not sign up for just £10 and get 
guaranteed entry into all our events. (See separate 
flyer for all the details).

Volunteers needed
The Spring Arts and Heritage Centre in Havant, set 
up with help from the Friends six years ago, is on 
the hunt for two volunteers to help maintain their 
marine tanks. These popular displays are filled with 
creatures from our local waters, such as snakelock 
anemones, shrimps and sea squirts. Volunteers are 
needed to collect sea water and change the water 
in the tanks twice a month. You will need a car. 
Please contact Jacqueline Fagg at The Spring on 
jacqueline@thespring.co.uk if you would like to 
get involved. 

Your stories please
Manfreda Penfold took over from Duncan 
Patterson as editor of the newsletter in November 
2013. She would love to hear your views about this 
issue and welcomes ideas for future publications. A 
former business correspondent at the Daily Mail, 
she is currently juggling being a freelance journalist 

with looking after her two small children and her 
sailing-mad husband.

Calling all ‘Young Friends’:  
a competition 

Chichester Harbour is enjoyed 
by all ages, but it has a particular 
appeal for the very young. We 
want to hear from your children 
or grandchildren or any little 
person you know who loves 
whiling away the hours building 
sandcastles, going crabbing or 
bobbing about on the water. 

Send their pictures, poems or short stories 
recounting why they love Chichester Harbour to 
editor@friendsch.org and we will put them up on 
our website and open it up to the public to vote. 
The winning entry will receive two places on the 
Conservancy’s Kite Making Session on Friday 6 
June. Closing date:  1 May 2013.

Epic voyage at the AGM
Thanks to our guest speaker 
Mike Brooke, who gave a 
fascinating talk about his 2008 
sailing challenge around Britain 
on behalf of the charity Fight for 
Sight at the AGM in October. 
During the 12 weeks at sea 
he raised over £42,000. Go to 
www.theosfuture.org to find out 
more and buy his fascinating book. 

Date for the diary:  The 2014 AGM is on the 23 
October at 7.30pm at Chichester Yacht Club.

2013 by Numbers
45 Friends work parties

500 trees planted on the Bosham peninsula

2,000 volunteer hours by the Friends

2,000 saplings planted

£26,000 given by the Friends to support 
Conservancy projects
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Insider’s Guide to: Chichester Harbour Organisations

What’s the fuss? It can’t be that 
complicated.

It is actually. We have the Conservancy, the Trust, 
the Federation and the Friends. Do you know 
what they all do? 

Not really. Please explain.

Are you sitting comfortably? Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy (CHC) was set up by an Act of 
Parliament in 1971 and is responsible for both 
the safety of navigation in the harbour and the 
management of the AONB. Funding comes from 
local authorities, Natural England, the Friends and 
from harbour dues. 

Got that. So the Friends raise money for 
the CHC? 

Yes. The Friends of Chichester Harbour were 
formed in 1987 to provide a focus for voluntary 
activities for the preservation of the harbour. They 
now have over 3,000 members who between 
them do much to help maintain and improve the 
harbour footpaths, reedbeds, hedges, streams and 
woodland management. 

Can anyone become a Friend? 

Absolutely. The annual subscription is only £10. 
Everyone with an interest in the harbour should 
consider joining. Call 01243 512301 or email 
membership@friendsch.org to find out more. 

So what does the Trust do? 

There is unremitting pressure for more housing 
and development in this part of the country, so 

in 2002 the Trust was formed as an independent 
charity with the objective of acquiring land to 
protect the beauty and wildlife of the harbour for 
the long term public benefit.

How much land does it own? 

Over 230 acres around the harbour. So far, the 
areas owned or leased by the Trust have been 
acquired without major capital cost thanks 
to the generosity of the landowners involved. 
However, we need to provide for the day when 
a sensitive area is under threat and we have to 
buy it to prevent it falling into the wrong hands. 
For this reason, the Trust is accumulating funds 
and welcomes legacies and gifts. Call the Trust on 
01243 777632 if you would like to help. 

You’ve forgotten about the Federation

I was coming to that. The Chichester Harbour 
Federation (CHF) originated in the 1920’s when 
it was recognised that sailing activities around the 
harbour would benefit from being coordinated. 
The CHF is not a charity but an organisation run 
by officers drawn from sailing clubs around the 
harbour. It organises a very popular annual regatta 
called Federation Week, which attracts around 400 
entries from dinghy sailors around the country. 

Phew. Is that everything?

Yes. Hope that’s cleared things up for you all. 

Clockwise from top right: Maybush Copse, partnership with 
Chichester Harbour Trust, Fed Week is organised by the 
Federation, Friends of Chichester Harbour volunteer work 
party, Harbour Patrol collecting harbour dues
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Call for ‘Friends of JQD’

The ‘John Q Davis RM’, Chichester Harbour’s 
wheelchair accessible Mk IV Wheelyboat launched 
in June last year, has had a hugely encouraging 
first year with more than 500 people taking part 
in a wide range of activities.  Most inspiring have 
been the groups from Help For Heroes’ Tedworth 
House Recovery Centre (right).  Jack, one of the 
participants, said ‘This was the best activity we 
have done!’.  

John Davis RM OBE was Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy’s Manager and Harbour Master who 
died while out sailing in the harbour with his wife 
Valerie in 2010.  The Memorial Fund set up in 
John’s memory helped fund JQD’s purchase and 
continues to support the project.

From April to October JQD operates out of 
Thorney Island Sailing Club and from November 
to March from Hayling Island’s Northney Marina.   

To help us meet JQD’s modest running costs we 
are asking everybody who is passionate about 
Chichester Harbour to become a Friend of JQD.  
Your annual membership fee will ensure that we 
can continue providing disabled people, their 
families and friends with access to Chichester 
Harbour’s boundless pleasures. For a membership 
application form go to www.jqdwheelyboat.co.uk.  

Please do join as a Friend of JQD and help us 
provide accessible boating in Chichester Harbour 
to all. For booking information see  
www.jqdwheelyboat.co.uk or phone her skipper, 
Ian McCoy, on 07850 638670.

Message from the Chairman

As I write this, there is no let up in the seemingly 
never ending series of winter storms that have 
been sweeping in across the Atlantic. The rain is 
coming down in torrents and the wind is howling. 

Like most of us, I look forward to calmer times but 
I also find a raw beauty in the harbour in weather 

like this. Don your best waterproof clothing and 
boots and go for a stroll – you are unlikely to meet 
anyone, there are few boats left on moorings, and 
no-one is out on the water. It is as close as you can 
get to seeing the harbour in its original state.

I took over as Chairman in October from Bernard 
Clarke. He has left the Friends in an excellent 
state, our membership is strong, our reserves have 
built up and our profile is probably as high as it has 
ever been. We owe him a debt of thanks. He is a 
hard act to follow.

So what is my focus? My number one priority 
has to be building the membership. This raises 
some challenges: how can we attract a younger 
generation, what about all the boat owners who 
are not members, what makes someone join? 
If you have some ideas, please contact me on 
chairman@friendsch.org.

Mark Stanton, Chairman
There is a raw beauty in the 
harbour at this time of year
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In thIs Issue
› Interview with our rSPB sites manager

› report from the AGM

› A Walk around the Harbour’s cafes.

› Making the work parties’ video

› Solar Heritage

The full list and all the details of 2016 events 
programme is inserted into the newsletter, but 
here is a summary of the ones for March and April

Events round-up

11 March  A change to our previously 
published programme:

The Story of The Oyster Fishing Industry 
in Chichester Harbour in the past and now told by 
Alison Beckett who worked at the Harbour Office, 
Itchenor for many years.  
The Oyster Fishing Boat ‘Terror’  Chris 
Clode’s illustrated history covers the restoration 
which was supported by the Friends and they now 
maintain and operate it so that everyone can enjoy 
the unique experience of sailing in her. 

6 April  Cobnor Estate Tour  
For 12 members only.  Diana Beale’s tours of 
her estate are always oversubscribed so if you’ve 
already enjoyed this unique insight into the running 
of this lovely estate in the heart of the Harbour, 
please do not apply again but let others enjoy it.

13 April  Visit to Ford Materials 
Recycling Facility   
An opportunity for just 14 of us to travel by 
minibus to the most technically advanced facility in 
the uK, where we will learn what happens to our 
recyclables from the moment they are collected 
from our bins.  We will see the different materials 
being separated and processed and prepared to be 
used again or turned into something completely 
different. 

24 April  New Members Drinks Party   
This is a new event designed to welcome new  
members to the family of the Friends of Chichester  
Harbour.  If you have joined within the last year or 
so, do come along and meet fellow members, your 
Executive Committee, staff of the Conservancy and 
some of the operators of the Terror.

2014-15 AGM by numbers

Number of memberships 2383
Income from subscriptions  (+10.9%)
Grants to the Conservancy  £29,150 (2.5%) 
for project work  

Number of work parties 38 (+7)

Terror success 
During its first season in the care of the Friends, 
the Oyster boat, Terror, sailed 41 trips from 
Emsworth carrying an average of 5 passengers per 
sailing. The season will be extended in 2016 and we 
will be promoting charter opportunities. To book 
(discount for members) ring 01243 377727

 

Chichester Harbour Sky

Did you know? 
The British Astronaut, Tim 
Peake, grew up in this area. 
The Conservancy will be 
tweeting him shortly to ask 
him the question –“Does the 
Chichester Harbour Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
still look outstanding from space?”

Work parties video
Just before Christmas the 
Conservancy produced a video 
to promote the activities of 
the Friends work parties – see 
the full story on page 6. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdgCld4TssY

Comforting Cafés 
If you have walked around the Harbour you 
will know we have some wonderful cafés.  
Ali Beckett visits her favourites.  

Work parties Video 
Ali Beckett went to find out  
about the making of the Chichester 
Harbour Conservation Work  
Parties film

During the cold, dark days of winter, 
I love going to one of our wonderful 
harbour-side cafés. There is something 
special about walking into the warm 
fug of a café but still being able to see 
the Harbour, often sheathed in rain or 
fog, and watch the waders snacking on 
the mudflats.

One of my favourites is The Boat House at 
Chichester Marina. Here the staff are always 
welcoming, whether you appear in muddy shoes, 
with a wet dog or in high heels and a cashmere 
twinset! There is a large, glass fronted woodstove 
and a couple of comfy sofas or lots of tables. 
Everything on the menu, including desserts is 
cooked from scratch. The lunch menu features a 
soup of the day, sandwiches that can be upgraded 
to include chips or a mug of soup or a selection 
of smaller plates. The café is unusual in offering 
a menu full of ‘free from’ items. The prices are 
reasonable and the portions generous.  Assistant 
Manager Sarah Santos is a local harbour girl 
and loves the ever changing view from the large 
windows that look across the creek. 

After lunch ideas:
The Boat House – a circuit of the marina 
takes you along the canal and past the Peter 
Catlett bird hide. If you have sensible shoes 
on include a circle round Salterns Copse.

The Breeze Café – if the weather is bad you 
can easily spend an hour browsing round the 
craft centre which has a wide selection of 
locally made art and craft products. 

The Deck – after lunch stroll into Emsworth 
and enjoy the range of independent shops 
including butchers, fishmongers, delis and 
speciality cheese counters.

The Boat House at Chichester Marina

The Breeze Café at Bosham

The Deck at Emsworth Marina

When Dan Musty of Millstream Productions was 
asked to work on a short film to promote the 
Friends of Chichester Harbour work parties, he 
jumped at the opportunity. 

Dan, who is based at Emsworth, has made a 
number of films for the Conservancy, so he knows 
the AONB well. The main challenge for this film 
was the weather. The main shoot was at Beaky’s 
wildlife walk at Dell Quay, whilst setting up the 
weather was decidedly miserable, but luckily the 
sun came out for the main body of filming! 

After a day’s filming Dan said, ‘It’s always a pleasure 
to work for Chichester Harbour Conservancy but 
I think it was most enjoyable to see the pleasure 
that the volunteers get out of making a difference 
in their local community and the satisfaction it 
provides them.’

This 7 minute film includes footage of a work party, 
interviews with regular volunteers, Conservancy 
staff and Friends’ Chairman, Mark Stanton. It will 
be used to promote the partnership between 
the Friends and the Conservancy and it is hoped 
that it will encourage more people to join in the 
volunteer work parties. 

New bird 
identification 
panels 
Watch out for these in 
the bird hides around 
the Harbour

 

At the AGM, Storm Dunlop 
gave a very interesting talk 
titled ‘Colours in the Sky’ and 
I wanted to show you a couple 
of the stunning photos, which 
he included. The first was 
taken by Adrian locke and the 
second by Sam Cornwell.
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Friends AGM  
The Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Chichester Harbour was held  
on 22nd October at Chichester Yacht Club.  Sarah Newman reports.
After the opening formalities of the meeting, Chairman, Mark Stanton, gave an outline of  
the key achievements in 2014-15. 

The Finances of the charity remain healthy and we 
continue to be able to make meaningful donations 
to the Conservancy’s work. This year we gave just 
over £29,000 to these projects including: 

•  Get Afloat – providing  free Solar Heritage 
trips for those with special educational needs 
or socially deprived schools

•  Junior Conservancy –allowing pupils in local 
schools to debate, in the Council 
Chamber, issues concerning the 
Harbour

•  Visitor Information 
boards – replacing 
existing boards 
throughout the Harbour. 

•  Footpath repairs – 
providing funds at short 
notice to enable repairs 
to be carried out to footpaths 
damaged in the winter storms 2013/14

• Equipment for the conservation work parties 

In addition we supported the Friends of Nore 
Barn Wood shore protection project, the 
new Trippet wall at Bosham and Solentmet 
Support Group, which operates Chimet and 
Cambermet. 

He commented on the very successful season that 
Terror had had since the operating responsibility 
moved to the Friends and also thanked the 
tremendous work of the work parties, of which 
there were 38, involving about 2000 hours of 
volunteer time.  

The range of tasks included habitat and woodland 
management, beach cleans, fencing, footpath 
improvements, and repairs to sea walls. 

Mark also talked of our IT arrangements, which he 
said, are now inflexible and outdated. He reported 

on a project to enable members to join and renew 
their membership, pay by credit card or Paypal 
and to be able to book and pay for events, all 
on-line. We have been fortunate to have received 
substantial donations from 2 private charitable 
trusts to largely fund this project. 

He gave thanks to many people before passing 
over to our Harbour Master and interim Director 

of the Conservancy, richard Craven.  

richard described how the 
Conservancy continued to be 

active on all fronts but to also 
have spent time internally 
after a period of upheaval. The 
external pressures of reducing 
support from Government and 

economic recession have led to 
a need to fully evaluate income and 

expenditure leading to a new Business 
Plan. He highlighted the ever increasing 

importance of the contribution which the Friends 
of Chichester Harbour make and then turned to 
the Harbour, which had been relatively quiet. 

He updated us about an oil spillage exercise 
which involved setting up an incident room in the 
Harbour office and informed us that the water 
sampling programme for bacteria has shown 
that water quality in the Harbour has not failed 
the mandatory standard for the Bathing Water 
Directive anywhere this year.  We have a bigger 
issue with Nitrogen much of which comes from 
outside the Harbour. The Environment Agency’s 
voluntary approach with farmers is not effectively 
reducing pollution from agricultural run–off.  No 
brief would be complete without mention of 
East Head and richard explained that Planning 
Permission is being sought from Chichester 
District Council to place a shingle bank behind the 
hinge. It is hoped that this will re-align the hinge.

Solar Heritage

Meet Wez Smith  
Sites Manager and little Tern 
Species Champion (South East), 
Chichester and langstone 
Harbours rSPB reserves.   
By Sarah Newman 

Wez has been the Sites Manager since early 
2013 and works closely with the Wildlife 
Officer at the Harbour Conservancy, James 
Parkin. He is a REAL enthusiast for this great 
area and lives in Emsworth. It was wonderful 
to meet Wez in his intriguing den on a modern 
business park in Havant. Yes, he had a desk 
and a computer but he was also surrounded 
with bird decoy making kit, ropes, wellies and 
stacks of leaflets. 

Could you please share with me a few facts 
about your job, which you think the Friends 
would be interested in? 
For about half of my time, I am out in the 
Harbours working on practical tasks, especially 
in the summer. My boat is just a few minute’s 
walk away. During the breeding season my focus 
is particularly on the little Tern, the sea bird 
here, which is most in need of assistance. I am 
involved in Marine Surveys, working with Natural 
England and the Conservancy. Each year we do 
a Brent Geese count and the key fact, which we 
track, is the number of young, in order to assess 
how successful the breeding season has been 
in Siberia – this year is very poor. However, I 
also get involved in consultations about marine 
management and local plans. I promote the rSPB. 

What are the key challenges 
you face when balancing the 
needs of the users of the 
Harbour with those of the 
marine birds? 
A fully natural harbour is 
not possible so we have to 
work together with people. 
We close off an area only if 

it is really precious (e.g. the tip of Pilsey Island 
in breeding season) and all the rest we ensure 
is open to the public. We try to get local people 
involved, for example, in creating the Solent map 
which is an on-line audit of the birds. I talk with 
about 20 local groups a year. 

Of all the things you have achieved in this 
context, of which do you feel most proud?
The methods which we are employing to improve 
breeding seabird numbers, are being taken up 
elsewhere. We are prototyping for the rest of 
the country. For example, sites in Scotland and 
the Isle of Man have started to use our decoys. 

There is so much that we don’t know – we have 
to have a passion for knowledge... (editor: and Wez 
certainly has that!) 

What will we see change in the next 2 years? 
I would really like to see a significant change in the 
numbers of breeding birds as we know so much 
more and the signs are good. However there are 
other species, like ringed Plovers, where there is 
much more work to do to reverse the trends. 

How can Friends of Chichester Harbour 
members do more to help and support you? 
The Friends can do more to spread the word and 
share the knowledge. We have an amazing habitat 
here! Please support the work parties and the 
Conservancy as they are making a huge difference. 
They have real resolve and are in the premier 
league of organisations looking at the sustainability 
of our natural heritage. 

Are you worried by increasing numbers of 
people using the Harbour for recreational 
purposes?  
No not the numbers. It is a growing ignorance of 
natural history which worries me. I want people 
to enjoy the Harbour’s natural heritage.

And finally, Wez, what is your favourite part of 
the Harbour? 
Emsworth is a wonderful community and the 
closest I have seen on the uK mainland to those I 
used to live on, in the Hebridean Islands. We have 
wildlife on our doorstep. This Harbour is a gem 
of a place – truly an area of outstanding natural 
beauty - not just for people but for wildlife too.    
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During 2016 the Friends will be donating 
funds to replace the 2 wooden keels on Solar 
Heritage. Without these new keels she cannot 
rest on the foreshore. This work will provide a 
major source of structural strength to the hull.  
Sarah Newman fished up some of the history 
of this unique catamaran*. 

The solar powered catamaran, 
Solar Heritage, was launched 
into the waters of Chichester 
Harbour in 2004 as one of 
the flagship ideas for the 
‘rhythms of the Tide’ series 
of projects. She is currently 
being used to operate both 
public and school trips for 
environmentally aware tours 
of the Harbour. On average 
she transports over 4000 adults 
and children a year from either Itchenor or 
Emsworth and the trips are guided by the skipper 
or a local expert on marine or terrestrial issues 
or the history of the local area.   
Bird watching is popular during the winter 
months though many trips have had to be 
cancelled over the last few weeks because of 
poor weather conditions. The vessel creates little 
noise, has a complete lack of CO2 emissions 
and is very stable due to its twin hulls. She glides 
along, making it ideal for wildlife trips and young 
or disabled people.

Solar Heritage 
was the first 
boat of its kind 
on the south coast of England and is a unique 
property for Chichester Harbour. She began life as 
a solar powered ferry operating out of Neuchatel 
in Switzerland, where she ferried passengers 
between an exhibition in the middle of the lake 
and the shore. 

She is known by her manufacturers as an 
Aquabus C60 and the boat can reach up to 
11 knots in a calm non-tidal environment. 
She can carry 60 people. This makes her 
ideal for Chichester Harbour where speed is 
restricted to 8 knots and she is licensed for 50 

passengers. Two energy sources are deployed 
– energy from the sun (via photovoltaic cells 

on the roof) and that produced in a more 
conventional manner from the National Grid - 
which is stored in batteries in the hulls. The Solar 
Heritage is steered by twin rudders, one in each 
hull, which are hydraulically operated from the 
main wheel in the wheelhouse. 

Some key dimensions:  
Length – 14m  Breadth - 6.6m 
Draught (with propeller) – 0.8m

To book a trip on this very 
unusual boat ring the Harbour 
Office 01243 512301

[* with thanks to Jane Cunningham’s article of 2006 – Here Comes the Sun]

FOCH has made arrangements with its supplier, TShirt 
Print Online to enable Members and their families to 
purchase garments embroidered with the FOCH logo 
and Website Address. Please use the link below  
to access the relevant part of the TShirt Print Online site 
http://tshirtprint.co.uk/page/about-us/customer/friends-of-chi-harbour-apparel
Simply selecting the garment you wish to buy will open the Order Form 
showing the colours and sizes available.  Purchases may be paid for by card or 
cheque and you may expect delivery within two weeks from Date of Order.
If you  wish to order other items from their website embellished with our 
logo, please contact: events@friendsch.org

Friends of Chichester harbour  
Polo Shirts, Fleeces & 
Sweatshirts 
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Since 1986 the little Tern 
population has reduced by 89% 
because of lost habitat (safe, but 
open shingle beaches) because 
of storm surges, predators and 
competition from bigger birds. 
(see graph right) Pilsey is an ideal 
site (rSPB) but the Conservancy 
also has Ellanore, Stakes Island and Nutbourne marshes 
which all used to welcome breeding little Terns. The 
numbers are improving and there is evidence of colony 
shift between langstone and Chichester Harbours but 
we are now creating safe places in both Harbours. 
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Friends AGM  
The Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Chichester Harbour was held  
on 22nd October at Chichester Yacht Club.  Sarah Newman reports.
After the opening formalities of the meeting, Chairman, Mark Stanton, gave an outline of  
the key achievements in 2014-15. 

The Finances of the charity remain healthy and we 
continue to be able to make meaningful donations 
to the Conservancy’s work. This year we gave just 
over £29,000 to these projects including: 

•  Get Afloat – providing  free Solar Heritage 
trips for those with special educational needs 
or socially deprived schools

•  Junior Conservancy –allowing pupils in local 
schools to debate, in the Council 
Chamber, issues concerning the 
Harbour

•  Visitor Information 
boards – replacing 
existing boards 
throughout the Harbour. 

•  Footpath repairs – 
providing funds at short 
notice to enable repairs 
to be carried out to footpaths 
damaged in the winter storms 2013/14

• Equipment for the conservation work parties 

In addition we supported the Friends of Nore 
Barn Wood shore protection project, the 
new Trippet wall at Bosham and Solentmet 
Support Group, which operates Chimet and 
Cambermet. 

He commented on the very successful season that 
Terror had had since the operating responsibility 
moved to the Friends and also thanked the 
tremendous work of the work parties, of which 
there were 38, involving about 2000 hours of 
volunteer time.  

The range of tasks included habitat and woodland 
management, beach cleans, fencing, footpath 
improvements, and repairs to sea walls. 

Mark also talked of our IT arrangements, which he 
said, are now inflexible and outdated. He reported 

on a project to enable members to join and renew 
their membership, pay by credit card or Paypal 
and to be able to book and pay for events, all 
on-line. We have been fortunate to have received 
substantial donations from 2 private charitable 
trusts to largely fund this project. 

He gave thanks to many people before passing 
over to our Harbour Master and interim Director 

of the Conservancy, richard Craven.  

richard described how the 
Conservancy continued to be 

active on all fronts but to also 
have spent time internally 
after a period of upheaval. The 
external pressures of reducing 
support from Government and 

economic recession have led to 
a need to fully evaluate income and 

expenditure leading to a new Business 
Plan. He highlighted the ever increasing 

importance of the contribution which the Friends 
of Chichester Harbour make and then turned to 
the Harbour, which had been relatively quiet. 

He updated us about an oil spillage exercise 
which involved setting up an incident room in the 
Harbour office and informed us that the water 
sampling programme for bacteria has shown 
that water quality in the Harbour has not failed 
the mandatory standard for the Bathing Water 
Directive anywhere this year.  We have a bigger 
issue with Nitrogen much of which comes from 
outside the Harbour. The Environment Agency’s 
voluntary approach with farmers is not effectively 
reducing pollution from agricultural run–off.  No 
brief would be complete without mention of 
East Head and richard explained that Planning 
Permission is being sought from Chichester 
District Council to place a shingle bank behind the 
hinge. It is hoped that this will re-align the hinge.

Solar Heritage

Meet Wez Smith  
Sites Manager and little Tern 
Species Champion (South East), 
Chichester and langstone 
Harbours rSPB reserves.   
By Sarah Newman 

Wez has been the Sites Manager since early 
2013 and works closely with the Wildlife 
Officer at the Harbour Conservancy, James 
Parkin. He is a REAL enthusiast for this great 
area and lives in Emsworth. It was wonderful 
to meet Wez in his intriguing den on a modern 
business park in Havant. Yes, he had a desk 
and a computer but he was also surrounded 
with bird decoy making kit, ropes, wellies and 
stacks of leaflets. 

Could you please share with me a few facts 
about your job, which you think the Friends 
would be interested in? 
For about half of my time, I am out in the 
Harbours working on practical tasks, especially 
in the summer. My boat is just a few minute’s 
walk away. During the breeding season my focus 
is particularly on the little Tern, the sea bird 
here, which is most in need of assistance. I am 
involved in Marine Surveys, working with Natural 
England and the Conservancy. Each year we do 
a Brent Geese count and the key fact, which we 
track, is the number of young, in order to assess 
how successful the breeding season has been 
in Siberia – this year is very poor. However, I 
also get involved in consultations about marine 
management and local plans. I promote the rSPB. 

What are the key challenges 
you face when balancing the 
needs of the users of the 
Harbour with those of the 
marine birds? 
A fully natural harbour is 
not possible so we have to 
work together with people. 
We close off an area only if 

it is really precious (e.g. the tip of Pilsey Island 
in breeding season) and all the rest we ensure 
is open to the public. We try to get local people 
involved, for example, in creating the Solent map 
which is an on-line audit of the birds. I talk with 
about 20 local groups a year. 

Of all the things you have achieved in this 
context, of which do you feel most proud?
The methods which we are employing to improve 
breeding seabird numbers, are being taken up 
elsewhere. We are prototyping for the rest of 
the country. For example, sites in Scotland and 
the Isle of Man have started to use our decoys. 

There is so much that we don’t know – we have 
to have a passion for knowledge... (editor: and Wez 
certainly has that!) 

What will we see change in the next 2 years? 
I would really like to see a significant change in the 
numbers of breeding birds as we know so much 
more and the signs are good. However there are 
other species, like ringed Plovers, where there is 
much more work to do to reverse the trends. 

How can Friends of Chichester Harbour 
members do more to help and support you? 
The Friends can do more to spread the word and 
share the knowledge. We have an amazing habitat 
here! Please support the work parties and the 
Conservancy as they are making a huge difference. 
They have real resolve and are in the premier 
league of organisations looking at the sustainability 
of our natural heritage. 

Are you worried by increasing numbers of 
people using the Harbour for recreational 
purposes?  
No not the numbers. It is a growing ignorance of 
natural history which worries me. I want people 
to enjoy the Harbour’s natural heritage.

And finally, Wez, what is your favourite part of 
the Harbour? 
Emsworth is a wonderful community and the 
closest I have seen on the uK mainland to those I 
used to live on, in the Hebridean Islands. We have 
wildlife on our doorstep. This Harbour is a gem 
of a place – truly an area of outstanding natural 
beauty - not just for people but for wildlife too.    
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During 2016 the Friends will be donating 
funds to replace the 2 wooden keels on Solar 
Heritage. Without these new keels she cannot 
rest on the foreshore. This work will provide a 
major source of structural strength to the hull.  
Sarah Newman fished up some of the history 
of this unique catamaran*. 

The solar powered catamaran, 
Solar Heritage, was launched 
into the waters of Chichester 
Harbour in 2004 as one of 
the flagship ideas for the 
‘rhythms of the Tide’ series 
of projects. She is currently 
being used to operate both 
public and school trips for 
environmentally aware tours 
of the Harbour. On average 
she transports over 4000 adults 
and children a year from either Itchenor or 
Emsworth and the trips are guided by the skipper 
or a local expert on marine or terrestrial issues 
or the history of the local area.   
Bird watching is popular during the winter 
months though many trips have had to be 
cancelled over the last few weeks because of 
poor weather conditions. The vessel creates little 
noise, has a complete lack of CO2 emissions 
and is very stable due to its twin hulls. She glides 
along, making it ideal for wildlife trips and young 
or disabled people.

Solar Heritage 
was the first 
boat of its kind 
on the south coast of England and is a unique 
property for Chichester Harbour. She began life as 
a solar powered ferry operating out of Neuchatel 
in Switzerland, where she ferried passengers 
between an exhibition in the middle of the lake 
and the shore. 

She is known by her manufacturers as an 
Aquabus C60 and the boat can reach up to 
11 knots in a calm non-tidal environment. 
She can carry 60 people. This makes her 
ideal for Chichester Harbour where speed is 
restricted to 8 knots and she is licensed for 50 

passengers. Two energy sources are deployed 
– energy from the sun (via photovoltaic cells 

on the roof) and that produced in a more 
conventional manner from the National Grid - 
which is stored in batteries in the hulls. The Solar 
Heritage is steered by twin rudders, one in each 
hull, which are hydraulically operated from the 
main wheel in the wheelhouse. 

Some key dimensions:  
Length – 14m  Breadth - 6.6m 
Draught (with propeller) – 0.8m

To book a trip on this very 
unusual boat ring the Harbour 
Office 01243 512301

[* with thanks to Jane Cunningham’s article of 2006 – Here Comes the Sun]

FOCH has made arrangements with its supplier, TShirt 
Print Online to enable Members and their families to 
purchase garments embroidered with the FOCH logo 
and Website Address. Please use the link below  
to access the relevant part of the TShirt Print Online site 
http://tshirtprint.co.uk/page/about-us/customer/friends-of-chi-harbour-apparel
Simply selecting the garment you wish to buy will open the Order Form 
showing the colours and sizes available.  Purchases may be paid for by card or 
cheque and you may expect delivery within two weeks from Date of Order.
If you  wish to order other items from their website embellished with our 
logo, please contact: events@friendsch.org

Friends of Chichester harbour  
Polo Shirts, Fleeces & 
Sweatshirts 
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Since 1986 the little Tern 
population has reduced by 89% 
because of lost habitat (safe, but 
open shingle beaches) because 
of storm surges, predators and 
competition from bigger birds. 
(see graph right) Pilsey is an ideal 
site (rSPB) but the Conservancy 
also has Ellanore, Stakes Island and Nutbourne marshes 
which all used to welcome breeding little Terns. The 
numbers are improving and there is evidence of colony 
shift between langstone and Chichester Harbours but 
we are now creating safe places in both Harbours. 
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Friends AGM  
The Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Chichester Harbour was held  
on 22nd October at Chichester Yacht Club.  Sarah Newman reports.
After the opening formalities of the meeting, Chairman, Mark Stanton, gave an outline of  
the key achievements in 2014-15. 

The Finances of the charity remain healthy and we 
continue to be able to make meaningful donations 
to the Conservancy’s work. This year we gave just 
over £29,000 to these projects including: 

•  Get Afloat – providing  free Solar Heritage 
trips for those with special educational needs 
or socially deprived schools

•  Junior Conservancy –allowing pupils in local 
schools to debate, in the Council 
Chamber, issues concerning the 
Harbour

•  Visitor Information 
boards – replacing 
existing boards 
throughout the Harbour. 

•  Footpath repairs – 
providing funds at short 
notice to enable repairs 
to be carried out to footpaths 
damaged in the winter storms 2013/14

• Equipment for the conservation work parties 

In addition we supported the Friends of Nore 
Barn Wood shore protection project, the 
new Trippet wall at Bosham and Solentmet 
Support Group, which operates Chimet and 
Cambermet. 

He commented on the very successful season that 
Terror had had since the operating responsibility 
moved to the Friends and also thanked the 
tremendous work of the work parties, of which 
there were 38, involving about 2000 hours of 
volunteer time.  

The range of tasks included habitat and woodland 
management, beach cleans, fencing, footpath 
improvements, and repairs to sea walls. 

Mark also talked of our IT arrangements, which he 
said, are now inflexible and outdated. He reported 

on a project to enable members to join and renew 
their membership, pay by credit card or Paypal 
and to be able to book and pay for events, all 
on-line. We have been fortunate to have received 
substantial donations from 2 private charitable 
trusts to largely fund this project. 

He gave thanks to many people before passing 
over to our Harbour Master and interim Director 

of the Conservancy, richard Craven.  

richard described how the 
Conservancy continued to be 

active on all fronts but to also 
have spent time internally 
after a period of upheaval. The 
external pressures of reducing 
support from Government and 

economic recession have led to 
a need to fully evaluate income and 

expenditure leading to a new Business 
Plan. He highlighted the ever increasing 

importance of the contribution which the Friends 
of Chichester Harbour make and then turned to 
the Harbour, which had been relatively quiet. 

He updated us about an oil spillage exercise 
which involved setting up an incident room in the 
Harbour office and informed us that the water 
sampling programme for bacteria has shown 
that water quality in the Harbour has not failed 
the mandatory standard for the Bathing Water 
Directive anywhere this year.  We have a bigger 
issue with Nitrogen much of which comes from 
outside the Harbour. The Environment Agency’s 
voluntary approach with farmers is not effectively 
reducing pollution from agricultural run–off.  No 
brief would be complete without mention of 
East Head and richard explained that Planning 
Permission is being sought from Chichester 
District Council to place a shingle bank behind the 
hinge. It is hoped that this will re-align the hinge.

Solar Heritage

Meet Wez Smith  
Sites Manager and little Tern 
Species Champion (South East), 
Chichester and langstone 
Harbours rSPB reserves.   
By Sarah Newman 

Wez has been the Sites Manager since early 
2013 and works closely with the Wildlife 
Officer at the Harbour Conservancy, James 
Parkin. He is a REAL enthusiast for this great 
area and lives in Emsworth. It was wonderful 
to meet Wez in his intriguing den on a modern 
business park in Havant. Yes, he had a desk 
and a computer but he was also surrounded 
with bird decoy making kit, ropes, wellies and 
stacks of leaflets. 

Could you please share with me a few facts 
about your job, which you think the Friends 
would be interested in? 
For about half of my time, I am out in the 
Harbours working on practical tasks, especially 
in the summer. My boat is just a few minute’s 
walk away. During the breeding season my focus 
is particularly on the little Tern, the sea bird 
here, which is most in need of assistance. I am 
involved in Marine Surveys, working with Natural 
England and the Conservancy. Each year we do 
a Brent Geese count and the key fact, which we 
track, is the number of young, in order to assess 
how successful the breeding season has been 
in Siberia – this year is very poor. However, I 
also get involved in consultations about marine 
management and local plans. I promote the rSPB. 

What are the key challenges 
you face when balancing the 
needs of the users of the 
Harbour with those of the 
marine birds? 
A fully natural harbour is 
not possible so we have to 
work together with people. 
We close off an area only if 

it is really precious (e.g. the tip of Pilsey Island 
in breeding season) and all the rest we ensure 
is open to the public. We try to get local people 
involved, for example, in creating the Solent map 
which is an on-line audit of the birds. I talk with 
about 20 local groups a year. 

Of all the things you have achieved in this 
context, of which do you feel most proud?
The methods which we are employing to improve 
breeding seabird numbers, are being taken up 
elsewhere. We are prototyping for the rest of 
the country. For example, sites in Scotland and 
the Isle of Man have started to use our decoys. 

There is so much that we don’t know – we have 
to have a passion for knowledge... (editor: and Wez 
certainly has that!) 

What will we see change in the next 2 years? 
I would really like to see a significant change in the 
numbers of breeding birds as we know so much 
more and the signs are good. However there are 
other species, like ringed Plovers, where there is 
much more work to do to reverse the trends. 

How can Friends of Chichester Harbour 
members do more to help and support you? 
The Friends can do more to spread the word and 
share the knowledge. We have an amazing habitat 
here! Please support the work parties and the 
Conservancy as they are making a huge difference. 
They have real resolve and are in the premier 
league of organisations looking at the sustainability 
of our natural heritage. 

Are you worried by increasing numbers of 
people using the Harbour for recreational 
purposes?  
No not the numbers. It is a growing ignorance of 
natural history which worries me. I want people 
to enjoy the Harbour’s natural heritage.

And finally, Wez, what is your favourite part of 
the Harbour? 
Emsworth is a wonderful community and the 
closest I have seen on the uK mainland to those I 
used to live on, in the Hebridean Islands. We have 
wildlife on our doorstep. This Harbour is a gem 
of a place – truly an area of outstanding natural 
beauty - not just for people but for wildlife too.    
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During 2016 the Friends will be donating 
funds to replace the 2 wooden keels on Solar 
Heritage. Without these new keels she cannot 
rest on the foreshore. This work will provide a 
major source of structural strength to the hull.  
Sarah Newman fished up some of the history 
of this unique catamaran*. 

The solar powered catamaran, 
Solar Heritage, was launched 
into the waters of Chichester 
Harbour in 2004 as one of 
the flagship ideas for the 
‘rhythms of the Tide’ series 
of projects. She is currently 
being used to operate both 
public and school trips for 
environmentally aware tours 
of the Harbour. On average 
she transports over 4000 adults 
and children a year from either Itchenor or 
Emsworth and the trips are guided by the skipper 
or a local expert on marine or terrestrial issues 
or the history of the local area.   
Bird watching is popular during the winter 
months though many trips have had to be 
cancelled over the last few weeks because of 
poor weather conditions. The vessel creates little 
noise, has a complete lack of CO2 emissions 
and is very stable due to its twin hulls. She glides 
along, making it ideal for wildlife trips and young 
or disabled people.

Solar Heritage 
was the first 
boat of its kind 
on the south coast of England and is a unique 
property for Chichester Harbour. She began life as 
a solar powered ferry operating out of Neuchatel 
in Switzerland, where she ferried passengers 
between an exhibition in the middle of the lake 
and the shore. 

She is known by her manufacturers as an 
Aquabus C60 and the boat can reach up to 
11 knots in a calm non-tidal environment. 
She can carry 60 people. This makes her 
ideal for Chichester Harbour where speed is 
restricted to 8 knots and she is licensed for 50 

passengers. Two energy sources are deployed 
– energy from the sun (via photovoltaic cells 

on the roof) and that produced in a more 
conventional manner from the National Grid - 
which is stored in batteries in the hulls. The Solar 
Heritage is steered by twin rudders, one in each 
hull, which are hydraulically operated from the 
main wheel in the wheelhouse. 

Some key dimensions:  
Length – 14m  Breadth - 6.6m 
Draught (with propeller) – 0.8m

To book a trip on this very 
unusual boat ring the Harbour 
Office 01243 512301

[* with thanks to Jane Cunningham’s article of 2006 – Here Comes the Sun]

FOCH has made arrangements with its supplier, TShirt 
Print Online to enable Members and their families to 
purchase garments embroidered with the FOCH logo 
and Website Address. Please use the link below  
to access the relevant part of the TShirt Print Online site 
http://tshirtprint.co.uk/page/about-us/customer/friends-of-chi-harbour-apparel
Simply selecting the garment you wish to buy will open the Order Form 
showing the colours and sizes available.  Purchases may be paid for by card or 
cheque and you may expect delivery within two weeks from Date of Order.
If you  wish to order other items from their website embellished with our 
logo, please contact: events@friendsch.org

Friends of Chichester harbour  
Polo Shirts, Fleeces & 
Sweatshirts 
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Since 1986 the little Tern 
population has reduced by 89% 
because of lost habitat (safe, but 
open shingle beaches) because 
of storm surges, predators and 
competition from bigger birds. 
(see graph right) Pilsey is an ideal 
site (rSPB) but the Conservancy 
also has Ellanore, Stakes Island and Nutbourne marshes 
which all used to welcome breeding little Terns. The 
numbers are improving and there is evidence of colony 
shift between langstone and Chichester Harbours but 
we are now creating safe places in both Harbours. 
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Over at Bosham, it is impossible 
to resist The Breeze Café right on 
the waterside, so much so that at 

Spring tides the water has been known to come 
right in. The resident black labrador is aptly named 
Flood! The Café was taken over two years by local 
resident Jane MacKenzie. Jane has opened it up so 
every table now has a harbour view. Younger ones 
are provided with stubby chalks and encouraged to 
draw on the slate topped tables – irresistible for 
most adults as well. The small lunch menu has soup, 
jacket potatoes and the house special tartiflette. 
Jane says she prefers the winter when it’s quieter 
and locals gather to enjoy a warming drink and 
homemade cake.

Around to Emsworth, with its wealth of cafés, 
but the one with the best view (in my opinion) is 
The Deck at Emsworth Marina. It was opened in 
2011 by Debbie Green and is cleverly designed 
with large windows to get a feeling of bringing the 
‘outside in’. If you are feeling hardy there is seating 
outside or snuggle up indoors with a winter menu 
focusing on hot foods and casseroles. With warm 
salads, cauliflower cheese, pie of the day, light bites 
and sandwiches, something will appeal to your 
palate. The café uses small local suppliers and 
organic produce, where possible. There are always 
gluten-free options and a vegetarian special. The 
café has been designed with 
a ‘Poop Deck’ for dogs. The 
care and attention to detail 
put in by Debbie really shines 
through in this warm and 
welcoming café.  
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Working with The Friends of Chichester Harbour

NEWSLETTER FROM THE FRIENDS OF CHICHESTER HARBOuR

In this issue:
•  Exclusive interview with Diana Beale, owner of 

Cobnor Estate.

•  Join Harbour Watcher Chris Dalby on a walk 
though time.

•  An insider’s guide into the myriad 
organisations around Chichester Harbour.

2014: shaping up to be a busy 
year for the Friends

This year sees Chichester 
Harbour celebrating 50 years 
of being an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. As such, there 
is plenty going on. Our tireless 
Events Manager Val Evans has 
put together a fascinating 
programme of talks, guided 
tours and even a Paella Party. 

These gatherings are always great fun. If you’re not 
yet a Friend, why not sign up for just £10 and get 
guaranteed entry into all our events. (See separate 
flyer for all the details).

Volunteers needed
The Spring Arts and Heritage Centre in Havant, set 
up with help from the Friends six years ago, is on 
the hunt for two volunteers to help maintain their 
marine tanks. These popular displays are filled with 
creatures from our local waters, such as snakelock 
anemones, shrimps and sea squirts. Volunteers are 
needed to collect sea water and change the water 
in the tanks twice a month. You will need a car. 
Please contact Jacqueline Fagg at The Spring on 
jacqueline@thespring.co.uk if you would like to 
get involved. 

Your stories please
Manfreda Penfold took over from Duncan 
Patterson as editor of the newsletter in November 
2013. She would love to hear your views about this 
issue and welcomes ideas for future publications. A 
former business correspondent at the Daily Mail, 
she is currently juggling being a freelance journalist 

with looking after her two small children and her 
sailing-mad husband.

Calling all ‘Young Friends’:  
a competition 

Chichester Harbour is enjoyed 
by all ages, but it has a particular 
appeal for the very young. We 
want to hear from your children 
or grandchildren or any little 
person you know who loves 
whiling away the hours building 
sandcastles, going crabbing or 
bobbing about on the water. 

Send their pictures, poems or short stories 
recounting why they love Chichester Harbour to 
editor@friendsch.org and we will put them up on 
our website and open it up to the public to vote. 
The winning entry will receive two places on the 
Conservancy’s Kite Making Session on Friday 6 
June. Closing date:  1 May 2013.

Epic voyage at the AGM
Thanks to our guest speaker 
Mike Brooke, who gave a 
fascinating talk about his 2008 
sailing challenge around Britain 
on behalf of the charity Fight for 
Sight at the AGM in October. 
During the 12 weeks at sea 
he raised over £42,000. Go to 
www.theosfuture.org to find out 
more and buy his fascinating book. 

Date for the diary:  The 2014 AGM is on the 23 
October at 7.30pm at Chichester Yacht Club.

2013 by Numbers
45 Friends work parties

500 trees planted on the Bosham peninsula

2,000 volunteer hours by the Friends

2,000 saplings planted

£26,000 given by the Friends to support 
Conservancy projects
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Insider’s Guide to: Chichester Harbour Organisations

What’s the fuss? It can’t be that 
complicated.

It is actually. We have the Conservancy, the Trust, 
the Federation and the Friends. Do you know 
what they all do? 

Not really. Please explain.

Are you sitting comfortably? Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy (CHC) was set up by an Act of 
Parliament in 1971 and is responsible for both 
the safety of navigation in the harbour and the 
management of the AONB. Funding comes from 
local authorities, Natural England, the Friends and 
from harbour dues. 

Got that. So the Friends raise money for 
the CHC? 

Yes. The Friends of Chichester Harbour were 
formed in 1987 to provide a focus for voluntary 
activities for the preservation of the harbour. They 
now have over 3,000 members who between 
them do much to help maintain and improve the 
harbour footpaths, reedbeds, hedges, streams and 
woodland management. 

Can anyone become a Friend? 

Absolutely. The annual subscription is only £10. 
Everyone with an interest in the harbour should 
consider joining. Call 01243 512301 or email 
membership@friendsch.org to find out more. 

So what does the Trust do? 

There is unremitting pressure for more housing 
and development in this part of the country, so 

in 2002 the Trust was formed as an independent 
charity with the objective of acquiring land to 
protect the beauty and wildlife of the harbour for 
the long term public benefit.

How much land does it own? 

Over 230 acres around the harbour. So far, the 
areas owned or leased by the Trust have been 
acquired without major capital cost thanks 
to the generosity of the landowners involved. 
However, we need to provide for the day when 
a sensitive area is under threat and we have to 
buy it to prevent it falling into the wrong hands. 
For this reason, the Trust is accumulating funds 
and welcomes legacies and gifts. Call the Trust on 
01243 777632 if you would like to help. 

You’ve forgotten about the Federation

I was coming to that. The Chichester Harbour 
Federation (CHF) originated in the 1920’s when 
it was recognised that sailing activities around the 
harbour would benefit from being coordinated. 
The CHF is not a charity but an organisation run 
by officers drawn from sailing clubs around the 
harbour. It organises a very popular annual regatta 
called Federation Week, which attracts around 400 
entries from dinghy sailors around the country. 

Phew. Is that everything?

Yes. Hope that’s cleared things up for you all. 

Clockwise from top right: Maybush Copse, partnership with 
Chichester Harbour Trust, Fed Week is organised by the 
Federation, Friends of Chichester Harbour volunteer work 
party, Harbour Patrol collecting harbour dues
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Call for ‘Friends of JQD’

The ‘John Q Davis RM’, Chichester Harbour’s 
wheelchair accessible Mk IV Wheelyboat launched 
in June last year, has had a hugely encouraging 
first year with more than 500 people taking part 
in a wide range of activities.  Most inspiring have 
been the groups from Help For Heroes’ Tedworth 
House Recovery Centre (right).  Jack, one of the 
participants, said ‘This was the best activity we 
have done!’.  

John Davis RM OBE was Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy’s Manager and Harbour Master who 
died while out sailing in the harbour with his wife 
Valerie in 2010.  The Memorial Fund set up in 
John’s memory helped fund JQD’s purchase and 
continues to support the project.

From April to October JQD operates out of 
Thorney Island Sailing Club and from November 
to March from Hayling Island’s Northney Marina.   

To help us meet JQD’s modest running costs we 
are asking everybody who is passionate about 
Chichester Harbour to become a Friend of JQD.  
Your annual membership fee will ensure that we 
can continue providing disabled people, their 
families and friends with access to Chichester 
Harbour’s boundless pleasures. For a membership 
application form go to www.jqdwheelyboat.co.uk.  

Please do join as a Friend of JQD and help us 
provide accessible boating in Chichester Harbour 
to all. For booking information see  
www.jqdwheelyboat.co.uk or phone her skipper, 
Ian McCoy, on 07850 638670.

Message from the Chairman

As I write this, there is no let up in the seemingly 
never ending series of winter storms that have 
been sweeping in across the Atlantic. The rain is 
coming down in torrents and the wind is howling. 

Like most of us, I look forward to calmer times but 
I also find a raw beauty in the harbour in weather 

like this. Don your best waterproof clothing and 
boots and go for a stroll – you are unlikely to meet 
anyone, there are few boats left on moorings, and 
no-one is out on the water. It is as close as you can 
get to seeing the harbour in its original state.

I took over as Chairman in October from Bernard 
Clarke. He has left the Friends in an excellent 
state, our membership is strong, our reserves have 
built up and our profile is probably as high as it has 
ever been. We owe him a debt of thanks. He is a 
hard act to follow.

So what is my focus? My number one priority 
has to be building the membership. This raises 
some challenges: how can we attract a younger 
generation, what about all the boat owners who 
are not members, what makes someone join? 
If you have some ideas, please contact me on 
chairman@friendsch.org.

Mark Stanton, Chairman
There is a raw beauty in the 
harbour at this time of year
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› Interview with our rSPB sites manager

› report from the AGM

› A Walk around the Harbour’s cafes.

› Making the work parties’ video

› Solar Heritage

The full list and all the details of 2016 events 
programme is inserted into the newsletter, but 
here is a summary of the ones for March and April

Events round-up

11 March  A change to our previously 
published programme:

The Story of The Oyster Fishing Industry 
in Chichester Harbour in the past and now told by 
Alison Beckett who worked at the Harbour Office, 
Itchenor for many years.  
The Oyster Fishing Boat ‘Terror’  Chris 
Clode’s illustrated history covers the restoration 
which was supported by the Friends and they now 
maintain and operate it so that everyone can enjoy 
the unique experience of sailing in her. 

6 April  Cobnor Estate Tour  
For 12 members only.  Diana Beale’s tours of 
her estate are always oversubscribed so if you’ve 
already enjoyed this unique insight into the running 
of this lovely estate in the heart of the Harbour, 
please do not apply again but let others enjoy it.

13 April  Visit to Ford Materials 
Recycling Facility   
An opportunity for just 14 of us to travel by 
minibus to the most technically advanced facility in 
the uK, where we will learn what happens to our 
recyclables from the moment they are collected 
from our bins.  We will see the different materials 
being separated and processed and prepared to be 
used again or turned into something completely 
different. 

24 April  New Members Drinks Party   
This is a new event designed to welcome new  
members to the family of the Friends of Chichester  
Harbour.  If you have joined within the last year or 
so, do come along and meet fellow members, your 
Executive Committee, staff of the Conservancy and 
some of the operators of the Terror.

2014-15 AGM by numbers

Number of memberships 2383
Income from subscriptions  (+10.9%)
Grants to the Conservancy  £29,150 (2.5%) 
for project work  

Number of work parties 38 (+7)

Terror success 
During its first season in the care of the Friends, 
the Oyster boat, Terror, sailed 41 trips from 
Emsworth carrying an average of 5 passengers per 
sailing. The season will be extended in 2016 and we 
will be promoting charter opportunities. To book 
(discount for members) ring 01243 377727

 

Chichester Harbour Sky

Did you know? 
The British Astronaut, Tim 
Peake, grew up in this area. 
The Conservancy will be 
tweeting him shortly to ask 
him the question –“Does the 
Chichester Harbour Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
still look outstanding from space?”

Work parties video
Just before Christmas the 
Conservancy produced a video 
to promote the activities of 
the Friends work parties – see 
the full story on page 6. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdgCld4TssY

Comforting Cafés 
If you have walked around the Harbour you 
will know we have some wonderful cafés.  
Ali Beckett visits her favourites.  

Work parties Video 
Ali Beckett went to find out  
about the making of the Chichester 
Harbour Conservation Work  
Parties film

During the cold, dark days of winter, 
I love going to one of our wonderful 
harbour-side cafés. There is something 
special about walking into the warm 
fug of a café but still being able to see 
the Harbour, often sheathed in rain or 
fog, and watch the waders snacking on 
the mudflats.

One of my favourites is The Boat House at 
Chichester Marina. Here the staff are always 
welcoming, whether you appear in muddy shoes, 
with a wet dog or in high heels and a cashmere 
twinset! There is a large, glass fronted woodstove 
and a couple of comfy sofas or lots of tables. 
Everything on the menu, including desserts is 
cooked from scratch. The lunch menu features a 
soup of the day, sandwiches that can be upgraded 
to include chips or a mug of soup or a selection 
of smaller plates. The café is unusual in offering 
a menu full of ‘free from’ items. The prices are 
reasonable and the portions generous.  Assistant 
Manager Sarah Santos is a local harbour girl 
and loves the ever changing view from the large 
windows that look across the creek. 

After lunch ideas:
The Boat House – a circuit of the marina 
takes you along the canal and past the Peter 
Catlett bird hide. If you have sensible shoes 
on include a circle round Salterns Copse.

The Breeze Café – if the weather is bad you 
can easily spend an hour browsing round the 
craft centre which has a wide selection of 
locally made art and craft products. 

The Deck – after lunch stroll into Emsworth 
and enjoy the range of independent shops 
including butchers, fishmongers, delis and 
speciality cheese counters.

The Boat House at Chichester Marina

The Breeze Café at Bosham

The Deck at Emsworth Marina

When Dan Musty of Millstream Productions was 
asked to work on a short film to promote the 
Friends of Chichester Harbour work parties, he 
jumped at the opportunity. 

Dan, who is based at Emsworth, has made a 
number of films for the Conservancy, so he knows 
the AONB well. The main challenge for this film 
was the weather. The main shoot was at Beaky’s 
wildlife walk at Dell Quay, whilst setting up the 
weather was decidedly miserable, but luckily the 
sun came out for the main body of filming! 

After a day’s filming Dan said, ‘It’s always a pleasure 
to work for Chichester Harbour Conservancy but 
I think it was most enjoyable to see the pleasure 
that the volunteers get out of making a difference 
in their local community and the satisfaction it 
provides them.’

This 7 minute film includes footage of a work party, 
interviews with regular volunteers, Conservancy 
staff and Friends’ Chairman, Mark Stanton. It will 
be used to promote the partnership between 
the Friends and the Conservancy and it is hoped 
that it will encourage more people to join in the 
volunteer work parties. 

New bird 
identification 
panels 
Watch out for these in 
the bird hides around 
the Harbour

 

At the AGM, Storm Dunlop 
gave a very interesting talk 
titled ‘Colours in the Sky’ and 
I wanted to show you a couple 
of the stunning photos, which 
he included. The first was 
taken by Adrian locke and the 
second by Sam Cornwell.
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Over at Bosham, it is impossible 
to resist The Breeze Café right on 
the waterside, so much so that at 

Spring tides the water has been known to come 
right in. The resident black labrador is aptly named 
Flood! The Café was taken over two years by local 
resident Jane MacKenzie. Jane has opened it up so 
every table now has a harbour view. Younger ones 
are provided with stubby chalks and encouraged to 
draw on the slate topped tables – irresistible for 
most adults as well. The small lunch menu has soup, 
jacket potatoes and the house special tartiflette. 
Jane says she prefers the winter when it’s quieter 
and locals gather to enjoy a warming drink and 
homemade cake.

Around to Emsworth, with its wealth of cafés, 
but the one with the best view (in my opinion) is 
The Deck at Emsworth Marina. It was opened in 
2011 by Debbie Green and is cleverly designed 
with large windows to get a feeling of bringing the 
‘outside in’. If you are feeling hardy there is seating 
outside or snuggle up indoors with a winter menu 
focusing on hot foods and casseroles. With warm 
salads, cauliflower cheese, pie of the day, light bites 
and sandwiches, something will appeal to your 
palate. The café uses small local suppliers and 
organic produce, where possible. There are always 
gluten-free options and a vegetarian special. The 
café has been designed with 
a ‘Poop Deck’ for dogs. The 
care and attention to detail 
put in by Debbie really shines 
through in this warm and 
welcoming café.  
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Working with The Friends of Chichester Harbour

NEWSLETTER FROM THE FRIENDS OF CHICHESTER HARBOuR

In this issue:
•  Exclusive interview with Diana Beale, owner of 

Cobnor Estate.

•  Join Harbour Watcher Chris Dalby on a walk 
though time.

•  An insider’s guide into the myriad 
organisations around Chichester Harbour.

2014: shaping up to be a busy 
year for the Friends

This year sees Chichester 
Harbour celebrating 50 years 
of being an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. As such, there 
is plenty going on. Our tireless 
Events Manager Val Evans has 
put together a fascinating 
programme of talks, guided 
tours and even a Paella Party. 

These gatherings are always great fun. If you’re not 
yet a Friend, why not sign up for just £10 and get 
guaranteed entry into all our events. (See separate 
flyer for all the details).

Volunteers needed
The Spring Arts and Heritage Centre in Havant, set 
up with help from the Friends six years ago, is on 
the hunt for two volunteers to help maintain their 
marine tanks. These popular displays are filled with 
creatures from our local waters, such as snakelock 
anemones, shrimps and sea squirts. Volunteers are 
needed to collect sea water and change the water 
in the tanks twice a month. You will need a car. 
Please contact Jacqueline Fagg at The Spring on 
jacqueline@thespring.co.uk if you would like to 
get involved. 

Your stories please
Manfreda Penfold took over from Duncan 
Patterson as editor of the newsletter in November 
2013. She would love to hear your views about this 
issue and welcomes ideas for future publications. A 
former business correspondent at the Daily Mail, 
she is currently juggling being a freelance journalist 

with looking after her two small children and her 
sailing-mad husband.

Calling all ‘Young Friends’:  
a competition 

Chichester Harbour is enjoyed 
by all ages, but it has a particular 
appeal for the very young. We 
want to hear from your children 
or grandchildren or any little 
person you know who loves 
whiling away the hours building 
sandcastles, going crabbing or 
bobbing about on the water. 

Send their pictures, poems or short stories 
recounting why they love Chichester Harbour to 
editor@friendsch.org and we will put them up on 
our website and open it up to the public to vote. 
The winning entry will receive two places on the 
Conservancy’s Kite Making Session on Friday 6 
June. Closing date:  1 May 2013.

Epic voyage at the AGM
Thanks to our guest speaker 
Mike Brooke, who gave a 
fascinating talk about his 2008 
sailing challenge around Britain 
on behalf of the charity Fight for 
Sight at the AGM in October. 
During the 12 weeks at sea 
he raised over £42,000. Go to 
www.theosfuture.org to find out 
more and buy his fascinating book. 

Date for the diary:  The 2014 AGM is on the 23 
October at 7.30pm at Chichester Yacht Club.

2013 by Numbers
45 Friends work parties

500 trees planted on the Bosham peninsula

2,000 volunteer hours by the Friends

2,000 saplings planted

£26,000 given by the Friends to support 
Conservancy projects
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Insider’s Guide to: Chichester Harbour Organisations

What’s the fuss? It can’t be that 
complicated.

It is actually. We have the Conservancy, the Trust, 
the Federation and the Friends. Do you know 
what they all do? 

Not really. Please explain.

Are you sitting comfortably? Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy (CHC) was set up by an Act of 
Parliament in 1971 and is responsible for both 
the safety of navigation in the harbour and the 
management of the AONB. Funding comes from 
local authorities, Natural England, the Friends and 
from harbour dues. 

Got that. So the Friends raise money for 
the CHC? 

Yes. The Friends of Chichester Harbour were 
formed in 1987 to provide a focus for voluntary 
activities for the preservation of the harbour. They 
now have over 3,000 members who between 
them do much to help maintain and improve the 
harbour footpaths, reedbeds, hedges, streams and 
woodland management. 

Can anyone become a Friend? 

Absolutely. The annual subscription is only £10. 
Everyone with an interest in the harbour should 
consider joining. Call 01243 512301 or email 
membership@friendsch.org to find out more. 

So what does the Trust do? 

There is unremitting pressure for more housing 
and development in this part of the country, so 

in 2002 the Trust was formed as an independent 
charity with the objective of acquiring land to 
protect the beauty and wildlife of the harbour for 
the long term public benefit.

How much land does it own? 

Over 230 acres around the harbour. So far, the 
areas owned or leased by the Trust have been 
acquired without major capital cost thanks 
to the generosity of the landowners involved. 
However, we need to provide for the day when 
a sensitive area is under threat and we have to 
buy it to prevent it falling into the wrong hands. 
For this reason, the Trust is accumulating funds 
and welcomes legacies and gifts. Call the Trust on 
01243 777632 if you would like to help. 

You’ve forgotten about the Federation

I was coming to that. The Chichester Harbour 
Federation (CHF) originated in the 1920’s when 
it was recognised that sailing activities around the 
harbour would benefit from being coordinated. 
The CHF is not a charity but an organisation run 
by officers drawn from sailing clubs around the 
harbour. It organises a very popular annual regatta 
called Federation Week, which attracts around 400 
entries from dinghy sailors around the country. 

Phew. Is that everything?

Yes. Hope that’s cleared things up for you all. 

Clockwise from top right: Maybush Copse, partnership with 
Chichester Harbour Trust, Fed Week is organised by the 
Federation, Friends of Chichester Harbour volunteer work 
party, Harbour Patrol collecting harbour dues
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Call for ‘Friends of JQD’

The ‘John Q Davis RM’, Chichester Harbour’s 
wheelchair accessible Mk IV Wheelyboat launched 
in June last year, has had a hugely encouraging 
first year with more than 500 people taking part 
in a wide range of activities.  Most inspiring have 
been the groups from Help For Heroes’ Tedworth 
House Recovery Centre (right).  Jack, one of the 
participants, said ‘This was the best activity we 
have done!’.  

John Davis RM OBE was Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy’s Manager and Harbour Master who 
died while out sailing in the harbour with his wife 
Valerie in 2010.  The Memorial Fund set up in 
John’s memory helped fund JQD’s purchase and 
continues to support the project.

From April to October JQD operates out of 
Thorney Island Sailing Club and from November 
to March from Hayling Island’s Northney Marina.   

To help us meet JQD’s modest running costs we 
are asking everybody who is passionate about 
Chichester Harbour to become a Friend of JQD.  
Your annual membership fee will ensure that we 
can continue providing disabled people, their 
families and friends with access to Chichester 
Harbour’s boundless pleasures. For a membership 
application form go to www.jqdwheelyboat.co.uk.  

Please do join as a Friend of JQD and help us 
provide accessible boating in Chichester Harbour 
to all. For booking information see  
www.jqdwheelyboat.co.uk or phone her skipper, 
Ian McCoy, on 07850 638670.

Message from the Chairman

As I write this, there is no let up in the seemingly 
never ending series of winter storms that have 
been sweeping in across the Atlantic. The rain is 
coming down in torrents and the wind is howling. 

Like most of us, I look forward to calmer times but 
I also find a raw beauty in the harbour in weather 

like this. Don your best waterproof clothing and 
boots and go for a stroll – you are unlikely to meet 
anyone, there are few boats left on moorings, and 
no-one is out on the water. It is as close as you can 
get to seeing the harbour in its original state.

I took over as Chairman in October from Bernard 
Clarke. He has left the Friends in an excellent 
state, our membership is strong, our reserves have 
built up and our profile is probably as high as it has 
ever been. We owe him a debt of thanks. He is a 
hard act to follow.

So what is my focus? My number one priority 
has to be building the membership. This raises 
some challenges: how can we attract a younger 
generation, what about all the boat owners who 
are not members, what makes someone join? 
If you have some ideas, please contact me on 
chairman@friendsch.org.

Mark Stanton, Chairman
There is a raw beauty in the 
harbour at this time of year
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› A Walk around the Harbour’s cafes.

› Making the work parties’ video
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The full list and all the details of 2016 events 
programme is inserted into the newsletter, but 
here is a summary of the ones for March and April

Events round-up

11 March  A change to our previously 
published programme:

The Story of The Oyster Fishing Industry 
in Chichester Harbour in the past and now told by 
Alison Beckett who worked at the Harbour Office, 
Itchenor for many years.  
The Oyster Fishing Boat ‘Terror’  Chris 
Clode’s illustrated history covers the restoration 
which was supported by the Friends and they now 
maintain and operate it so that everyone can enjoy 
the unique experience of sailing in her. 

6 April  Cobnor Estate Tour  
For 12 members only.  Diana Beale’s tours of 
her estate are always oversubscribed so if you’ve 
already enjoyed this unique insight into the running 
of this lovely estate in the heart of the Harbour, 
please do not apply again but let others enjoy it.

13 April  Visit to Ford Materials 
Recycling Facility   
An opportunity for just 14 of us to travel by 
minibus to the most technically advanced facility in 
the uK, where we will learn what happens to our 
recyclables from the moment they are collected 
from our bins.  We will see the different materials 
being separated and processed and prepared to be 
used again or turned into something completely 
different. 

24 April  New Members Drinks Party   
This is a new event designed to welcome new  
members to the family of the Friends of Chichester  
Harbour.  If you have joined within the last year or 
so, do come along and meet fellow members, your 
Executive Committee, staff of the Conservancy and 
some of the operators of the Terror.

2014-15 AGM by numbers

Number of memberships 2383
Income from subscriptions  (+10.9%)
Grants to the Conservancy  £29,150 (2.5%) 
for project work  

Number of work parties 38 (+7)

Terror success 
During its first season in the care of the Friends, 
the Oyster boat, Terror, sailed 41 trips from 
Emsworth carrying an average of 5 passengers per 
sailing. The season will be extended in 2016 and we 
will be promoting charter opportunities. To book 
(discount for members) ring 01243 377727

 

Chichester Harbour Sky

Did you know? 
The British Astronaut, Tim 
Peake, grew up in this area. 
The Conservancy will be 
tweeting him shortly to ask 
him the question –“Does the 
Chichester Harbour Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
still look outstanding from space?”

Work parties video
Just before Christmas the 
Conservancy produced a video 
to promote the activities of 
the Friends work parties – see 
the full story on page 6. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdgCld4TssY

Comforting Cafés 
If you have walked around the Harbour you 
will know we have some wonderful cafés.  
Ali Beckett visits her favourites.  

Work parties Video 
Ali Beckett went to find out  
about the making of the Chichester 
Harbour Conservation Work  
Parties film

During the cold, dark days of winter, 
I love going to one of our wonderful 
harbour-side cafés. There is something 
special about walking into the warm 
fug of a café but still being able to see 
the Harbour, often sheathed in rain or 
fog, and watch the waders snacking on 
the mudflats.

One of my favourites is The Boat House at 
Chichester Marina. Here the staff are always 
welcoming, whether you appear in muddy shoes, 
with a wet dog or in high heels and a cashmere 
twinset! There is a large, glass fronted woodstove 
and a couple of comfy sofas or lots of tables. 
Everything on the menu, including desserts is 
cooked from scratch. The lunch menu features a 
soup of the day, sandwiches that can be upgraded 
to include chips or a mug of soup or a selection 
of smaller plates. The café is unusual in offering 
a menu full of ‘free from’ items. The prices are 
reasonable and the portions generous.  Assistant 
Manager Sarah Santos is a local harbour girl 
and loves the ever changing view from the large 
windows that look across the creek. 

After lunch ideas:
The Boat House – a circuit of the marina 
takes you along the canal and past the Peter 
Catlett bird hide. If you have sensible shoes 
on include a circle round Salterns Copse.

The Breeze Café – if the weather is bad you 
can easily spend an hour browsing round the 
craft centre which has a wide selection of 
locally made art and craft products. 

The Deck – after lunch stroll into Emsworth 
and enjoy the range of independent shops 
including butchers, fishmongers, delis and 
speciality cheese counters.

The Boat House at Chichester Marina

The Breeze Café at Bosham

The Deck at Emsworth Marina

When Dan Musty of Millstream Productions was 
asked to work on a short film to promote the 
Friends of Chichester Harbour work parties, he 
jumped at the opportunity. 

Dan, who is based at Emsworth, has made a 
number of films for the Conservancy, so he knows 
the AONB well. The main challenge for this film 
was the weather. The main shoot was at Beaky’s 
wildlife walk at Dell Quay, whilst setting up the 
weather was decidedly miserable, but luckily the 
sun came out for the main body of filming! 

After a day’s filming Dan said, ‘It’s always a pleasure 
to work for Chichester Harbour Conservancy but 
I think it was most enjoyable to see the pleasure 
that the volunteers get out of making a difference 
in their local community and the satisfaction it 
provides them.’

This 7 minute film includes footage of a work party, 
interviews with regular volunteers, Conservancy 
staff and Friends’ Chairman, Mark Stanton. It will 
be used to promote the partnership between 
the Friends and the Conservancy and it is hoped 
that it will encourage more people to join in the 
volunteer work parties. 

New bird 
identification 
panels 
Watch out for these in 
the bird hides around 
the Harbour

 

At the AGM, Storm Dunlop 
gave a very interesting talk 
titled ‘Colours in the Sky’ and 
I wanted to show you a couple 
of the stunning photos, which 
he included. The first was 
taken by Adrian locke and the 
second by Sam Cornwell.
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