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Return of the Tern - a historic project led by the Friends of 
Chichester Harbour with generous funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. Read more about this project essential for the 
long-term health of our beautiful harbour. Page 3
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It is my pleasure to introduce myself as the acting 
chairman of the Friends. I have been “acting” since May 

when Oliver relinquished the role of chairman and I hope to 
be formally elected at the AGM in October. 

It is an exciting time for the Friends. We have four new 
trustees, who you will be able to meet at the meeting, and 
who are already active in and around the harbour. It is 
going to be a busy year as we become involved with water 
quality issues and harbour health, eel grass and saltmarsh 
regeneration. We are encouraging marinas to install pump 
out facilities where they currently have none and are willing 
to help with funding if required. We are also involved with 

further research being done by Brighton University and 
Portsmouth University into water quality, and pollution by 
microplastics.

All this on top of our established roles as work party 
provider, Terror captain and crew, sitting on the Advisory 
council for the Conservancy and on the Conservancy 
planning committee. We need an active membership 
to promote our work and to assist us to  achieve, so we 
are asking for you, our current members, to help to swell 
our numbers and make us a truly powerful organisation 
which can make a difference in the harbour and the land 
surrounding it.     Heather Baker

 FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

John and Gill Smith
In the spring this year the Friends lost two very special people 
with the passing of both John and Gill Smith – sadly within a few 
weeks of each other. Many Friends will remember Gill and John as 
setting up the Events administration, taking bookings and liaising 
with members. John was also active with Harbour Watch and the 
weekly Friends’ Working Parties, volunteering as one of the original 
Volunteer Rangers. On the water, John acted 
as crew on both Solar Heritage and Terror. 

John and Gill will be remembered with 
fondness as true Friends of Chichester 
Harbour.

As you can see there have been some changes to 
the Friends trustees and officers. I have finished 

my term as Chairman, after nearly five years, and I am 
now going to continue to edit the newsletter for the time 
being.

I learnt a lot as Chairman, and particularly what 
volunteering and working in such a good cause does for 
oneself. In particular it has been an opportunity to meet 
and work with some marvellous people doing all sorts of 
unsung tasks, without which our harbour would look and 
feel so much worse. John and Gill Smith epitomised that 
selflessness and commitment, and it was a privilege to 
have known them and be supported by them whilst I was 
Chairman.

I can only encourage more members to take a more 
active part in the work of the Friends - we always 
need people to get involved, be it work parties, events 
organising, writing articles or as trustees. Please contact 
me if you want to get involved.

I hope you enjoy the newsletter. We consider that 
keeping our members informed about what is going on, 
the key issues and the work we have been doing, is a 
vital way of engaging with the community. We have now 
gone to e-newsletters for the majority of members, and it 
would be very good to have your feedback as to how that 
works - or whether you are finding what we say useful 
and interesting - or not!

As we go into the autumn I would like to wish you all 
good health and hope that as we come out of lockdown 
you are in as good spirits as possible. 

Oliver Chipperfield

 FROM OUR EDITOR

To flip or not to flip?
From the last issue we changed from posting out hard 
copies of the newsletter to sending a link to an AnyFlip 
online version. This has saved us the cost of print and 
postage. But the newsletter is important and we want to 
make sure that the method of distribution is appropriate.
We would love to hear your comments.

• Did you read as much of the newsletter as you normally 
do, pehaps as an AnyFlip you read more? 

• Did the link work ok for you, were there any problems 
with loading or reading the newsletter?

• Are you happy for future issues to be delivered in this 
format?

Please email your comments to editor@friendsch.org

During August it was announced that the Friends of Chichester Harbour had been 
granted a £182k fund from the Heritage Lottery Fund as part of the Green Recovery 
Fund. We applied for this grant earlier on in the year after having discussed with the 
Conservancy what sort of project might be ambitious enough to put forward.

The project will involve a number of strands of work.

The creation and delivery of a nature recovery 
plan that will cover all the natural areas south of 
the National Park and stretch from Langstone to 
Pagham. This plan will be vital in terms of ensuring 
that the natural space we have is protected, 
connected and improved as we face increasing 
pressures for development.

Secondly, the bulk of the project will be to restore 
and create new habitats for our declining tern 
population. If the harbour was entirely wild there 
would have been a plethora of appropriate habitats 
to chose from - but sadly that isn’t the case. What 
this means is there are only two potential sites 
that we can try to rebuild; Stakes Island at the 
entrance to the Thorney channel, and Ellanore Spit 
approximately a mile due south from Stakes Island 
near the hamlet of Rookwood.

The first phase of the project will be to establish the 
best way of recharging these islands so the habitat 
is well clear of high water and is not overwashed 
during big tides. We have also planned to make and 
deploy a further nine tern rafts which have been 
very successful. These will be placed around the 
harbour.

This is a very important moment for the Friends. 
To be trusted with that amount of public money 
is a huge privilege and we will work very hard to 
ensure that trust is warranted. It is a very powerful 
symbol of how important we are, and how vital our 
membership is. Please use this news to reinforce to 
your friends, neighbours and colleagues how joining 
us can make an enormous difference.

We will keep you updated regularly on progress 
made during the project.

Oliver Chipperfield

Return of the Tern 

Above: Common Tern - Allan Drewitt Below: 
Sandwich Terns. Both: Natural England
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Friends Support the work of the 
Conservancy’s Education Team
The Conservancy’s Education Service
Chichester Harbour is a stunning landscape, and every year 
thousands of young people visit this special place with 
the support of the Conservancy’s Education Service. The 
Conservancy is committed to helping local children develop an 
understanding and appreciation of the AONB.

Based at Dell Quay our Education Team offer curriculum linked 
programmes for schools and colleges, as well as sessions for 
special interest groups. We organise and then lead visits, with 
themes on coastal processes, rivers, wildlife and habitats. Most 
of our engagement takes place outdoors in the Harbour, at 
Fishbourne Meadow, Dell Quay and East Head.

The Outdoor Education sector was severely affected by the 
pandemic, with schools closed or unable to go on school trips 
due to government restrictions. However, once restrictions 
lifted, we re- opened, and our school customers were 
extremely keen to get their young people outdoors, into 
nature and away from electronic screens.

Working in partnership with the Friends of 
Chichester Harbour
The Friends have supported the Conservancy’s schools work 
since the Education Centre opened in 1999. Your financial 
support allows us to offer many different learning experiences 
free of charge and over the years thousands of young people 
have benefited. 

Friends funding has also helped to improve our facilities, 
for example a generous contribution to the classroom’s 
refurbishment in 2016 and to develop our nature reserve 
‘Beaky’s’ at Dell Quay. 

In 2019 the Friends funding helped schools to lift the barrier 

of high transport costs with the 
launch of our Travel Grant 
scheme.

How are the Friends 
supporting learning 
in the Harbour this 
autumn?
Currently we are planning 
our autumn school visits. Some 
of our most popular projects take 
place during the autumn and winter 
– Junior Conservancy which is an environmental debating 
workshop, art and photography workshops for schools 
and community groups and Harbour School, working with 
harbourside schools at sites a short distance from their schools. 
In 2021, we are relaunching a new initiative Winter Welly Walks, 
which sadly had a rather faltering start due to the lock downs 
in November 2020 and 2021.

All this engagement work is funded by the Friends, allowing us 
to offer these sessions free of charge to schools and groups.

New this August and with the support of the Friends, the 
Conservancy started a youth volunteering group for 16- to 19- 
year-olds, Harbour Youth Rangers. Our two taster sessions got 
great feedback and along with our Education Officer, Suzanna 
Troy and Rangers, Keith Rathbone and Tristan Brougham we 
will be starting a regular youth ranger group.

Support from the Friends is hugely important and has played 
a vital role in the development of the Conservancy’s Education 
Service by allowing us to innovate and grow. And has helped 
tens of thousands of young people to enjoy Chichester 
Harbour.   Jane Latawski, Education Manager
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Young Rangers making a bench

The Harbour Youth 
Rangers helped 

repair the pond at 
Beaky's Wildlife 

Walk
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Vlogging for Beginners

It was the week before Christmas and we were in a meeting 
talking about ways of commemorating the 50th anniversary of 
the Chichester Harbour Conservancy in 2021. I had proposed 
that I would write something on the last 50 years every 
month for the whole of 2021. I was happy that I’d thought of 
a contribution that was going to be manageable and I knew 
already what the themes were going to be.

I was then asked – could I make them into a vlog? Sorry, a 
what? I’d managed so far to give social media a bit of a wide 
berth. It was explained to me that this would be a short film 
every month for our website and social media that would be 
edited by the PR company the Conservancy works with. My 
heart sank – I was an employee of a certain age who hadn’t 
grown up with being filmed as part of my everyday life and 
I was mortified that real professionals would be editing the 
footage. However, I thought hey why not, let’s have a go!

The first thing I did was to persuade a volunteer, Shirley 
Rushmer, who I knew was nifty with a camera, to be my camera 
operator and director. Shirley is the current Harbour Watcher 
for the Fishbourne Channel to Dell Quay sector and she kindly 
sends in photos of the Harbour on a fairly regular basis. 

So, later that week Shirley and I met in Fishbourne and had 
a go at being Countryfile. It was hilarious – remember how 
muddy the paths were? It took many takes and we went 
through all sorts of emotions and camera settings. We both felt 
like the daftest of amateurs. However, after an hour or two we 
managed to come up with a reasonable introduction and we 
were rather amazed. 

The first film was a general introduction to the Conservancy, 
mostly produced using previously acquired footage with a 
rather professional-sounding voiceover kindly recorded by Ed 
Carter’s father Terence. The PR Company used our introduction.

We were then astonished to learn that they asked if the 
next vlogs could have more of me and Shirley. Well, were 
we chuffed?! Filming the next two vlogs sent us on a steep 
learning curve. Shirley got to grips with the technology of 
microphones and the capabilities of her (rather nice) iphone. 
I practised more of my Countryfile style of presenting and we 
both battled with various forms of technology!

I decided that even though each vlog had its own theme, 
very soon they would look too much the same if it was only 
me talking - and wearing the same blue uniform as sadly 
there’d be no new jacket each time! So I decided to interview 
people who have made significant contributions over the past 
50 years. So far we have met up with Philip Couchman (first 
AONB Manager) and Anne de Potier (Conservation Warden) 
and also Richard Williamson who was responsible for the first 
environmental report on the state of the Harbour in the 1960s. 
We have also interviewed current staff which has got us out on 
the water and into the engine room on the mooring barge. 

The process of filming takes up a lot of my work-time but I am 
thankful that I can be involved in this project. My thanks also 
go to Shirley who has been so supportive and hard-working 
and without her I wouldn’t have known where to start. 

As I write this I am arranging to go out on the water with 
Shirley to film Race Week – watching the dinghies from all the 
Harbour’s Sailing Clubs out racing in our beautiful Harbour in 
the middle of summer. Well, someone’s got to do it! Judi Darley

Watch the vlogs on www.conservancy.co.uk  
(under Education/films) or search YouTube for  

Chichester Harbour Conservancy

Left: Camera operator Shirley films Judi interviewing Claire 
Wilton, Chichester Conservation Volunteers
Right: a still from the first episode
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Help the Kelp
The Sussex Kelp Restoration Project 
(SKRP), previously known as the Help 
Our Kelp project, is now at the exciting 
stage when the research can begin. But, 
let’s rewind the clock two years and look 
back at the thrilling journey traveled by 
this captivating project. 

Early 2019, the Sussex Inshore 
Fishery Conservation Authority (Sx. 
IFCA) contacted the Sussex Wildlife 
Trust, along with some Southcoast 
Universities, Sussex, Brighton and 
Portsmouth regarding the staggering 
loss of Sussex kelp since the mid-80s. 
The kelp beds now only cover four 
percent of their original coastal area, a 
shocking fraction of the once beautiful 
underwater forests that thrived in the 
Sussex coastal waters. 

These kelp forests formed dense, thick 
forests spanning Chichester to Brighton, 
covering an area of almost 170 
square kilometres. These 
forests oxygenate the 
seawater, reduce the 
burgeoning threats 
from storms and 
provide vital habitat 
for rich and vibrant 
wildlife. Thus, having kelp 
forests means we will have 
a resilient coastal ecosystem, 
abundant with life that supports local 
biodiversity and commercial fisheries, 
and will also enhance the local economy. 

Due to extractive and destructive 
activities, over time, the kelp diminished 
to the few areas we have today. With a 
loss of the kelp forests, the water quality 

decreased, and the fisheries became 
impacted. In fact, with a loss of kelp, 90 
percent of the wildlife will also be lost. 

This means the Sussex coastal 
ecosystem has gone from a steady-
state habitat in the 1980s, to presently, 
an unstable state. In ecological terms, 

this is known as a phase shift. 
Indeed, an onerous task 

for the growing SKRP 
consortium to undertake 
and reverse. The theme 
of the SKRP plan at this 
stage was to secure 

a no-trawling zone 
covering 300 square 

kilometres, whereby the 
original ~170 square kilometres 

of kelp forests could remain protected 
and enabled to restore.

In Sussex, the kelp restoration project 
developed, having the might of the 
Blue Marine Foundation, Marine 
Conservation Society, and Big Wave 
Productions, to name but a few. This 
formed the backbone of the larger SKRP 
group we have today, and they created a 
strategic plan. 

In the latter half of 2019 Big Wave 
Productions, and Sarah Cunliffe, the 
producer, made an award-winning 
emotive kelp documentary, narrated by 
Sir David Attenborough. The film created 
a huge national stir, which won the 
hearts of the public. This was pivotal, as 
it helped the success of the bylaw being 
signed off during the early half of 2021. 

As the film gained significance during 

the end of 2019 to early 2021, this provided the SKRP with 
a fantastic lead-in time to develop their second part of the 
strategy: developing various research projects, each aimed to 
fit, corroborate and reverse the current phase-shift. 

The planned research is in four strands; (i) baseline surveys, 
which will determine the before and after success of the bylaw, 
(ii) the active and passive restoration of kelp, (iii) the fate of 
kelp-derived carbon, and kelp carbon cycles, and finally, (iv) 
stakeholder and socio-engagement. This is where the much 
larger SKRP consortium is now.

The baseline survey project will be using a range of innovative 
methods.  For example, combined with ground-truthing diver 
surveys to assess substratum condition, presence/absence 
of kelp, associated biodiversity studies (juveniles, adults & 
indicator species), and water quality: eDNA technology will be 
used to assess the ecosystem. These data will help provide the 
baseline overview of the large area.

The active and passive kelp restoration will involve data from 
the baseline surveys to detail where the readily restorable sites 
are found. These sites will permit natural regeneration of kelp, 
due to mature stands of remaining kelp forests combined with 
available hard and stable substrata. This will permit the growth 
of new kelp sporophytes. In areas not readily restorable, e.g. 
no nearby kelp stands, and a lack of available stable and hard 
substratum, then an active approach will be adopted. Native 
kelp spores collected from mature kelp species, Laminaria 

An exciting project to restore kelp to the Sussex 
shoreline is well underway. Dr Ian Hendy, Senior 
Lecturer, Tropical Marine Biology at the University 
of Portsmouth  tells us more.

hyperborea, and L. digitata, will be collected. These spores will 
be cultured, and then grown onto low-carbon reef blocks, 
stones and ropes and the spores will also be made into 
alginate. These materials will then be trialed at reference sites 
using permanent plots.

The kelp carbon project will investigate the standing stock 
of kelp biomass and record the growth of the new kelp per 
unit area over time (CO2 sequestration and productivity). 
Additionally, the contribution of fixed atmospheric CO2 to 
secondary production and adjacent carbon sinks will be 
researched using stable isotope analysis and Lead (Pb)-210 
accumulation rates. 

These research streams will soon begin in the form of extensive 
PhD programs and early data collection is planned for this 
summer, 2021. There is a long, yet extremely exciting road 
ahead, for the UK’s largest kelp restoration project. However, 
the SKRP is extremely positive for the future, due to the 
significant environmental, ecological, and economic benefits 
this wonderful project will bring. 

The kelp beds now only cover four percent of 
their original coastal area, a shocking fraction 
of the once beautiful underwater forests that 
thrived in the Sussex coastal waters.
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Watch the 
film narrated 
by Sir David 

Attenborough on 
YouTube - search 

Help Our Kelp

A WIN-WIN-WIN SITUATION
The impact of reducing the destructive activity will have a huge 
positive benefit to the seabed and local wildlife. This was first seen 
in Lyme Bay more than ten years ago. 

A group of local fishermen decided to change from dragging trawl 
nets over the seabed to using stationary lobster and crab pots and 
nets. Dragging trawl nets over the seabed destroys the habitat for 
marine animals. 

Thus, in the ten years since trawling activity has stopped, the Lyme 
Bay fishermen have seen a staggering increase in local marine 
wildlife abundance, coupled with significant increases of catches 
and income. This is a win for the ecology, the environment and 
economy. A win-win-win.
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Let's Get Back to Work
As members might appreciate, the programme of tasks for the Friends Working 
Parties and the Volunteer Rangers was halted by the 2020 lockdown, with 
activities suspended for over 12 months due to Covid restrictions. Over the 
winter, however, the Volunteer Rangers (VRs) maintained an ongoing dialogue 
with the Conservancy’s Head Ranger and AONB Manager with the aim of 
reassessing the restrictions and identifying measures needed to make any 
return to work Covid safe.

Eventually, the programme of activities for the VRs resumed 
in April 2021. This afforded an opportunity to test the new 
Covid safe working practices before the main Working Party 
schedule resumed in June. Key changes included the sanitising 
of equipment and the (hopefully temporary!) suspension of 
coffee and biscuits, but the main change was the introduction 
of a booking system for all volunteers, driven by the need to 
satisfy the Covid Track and Trace scheme. 

The new scheme is likely to be retained for the autumn 
programme, as it has the added bonus of allowing the 
Conservancy Rangers to manage the numbers attending a 
task to ensure the appropriate level of volunteers. For example, 
tree weeding a 200yd stretch of new hedgerow at Old Park in 
Bosham could absorb all available volunteers, whereas scrub 
clearance to allow the installation of a Barn Owl box at North 
Common required a much smaller team.

The seven Working Party sessions following the June 
resumption targeted essential footpath/sea wall repairs and a 
beach clean at west Chidham, whilst the VRs were additionally 
engaged on assisting the launch of the Tern Rafts and repairs 
to the hard to reach footpath on the eastern side of Thorney 
Island.

Looking forward, the focus for the Working Parties in the 
final quarter will be on catch up – in particular with regard to 
footpath repairs and tree/hedgerow planting. 

It was lovely to see new volunteers at the June tasks – and 
more are always welcome! No special skills are required – just 
loads of enthusiasm, the ability to work as part of a team and 
the willingness to protect the natural environment within the 
stunning location that is Chichester Harbour. 

To join us, email the Conservancy’s Head Ranger Keith 
Rathbone at keith.rathbone@conservancy.co.uk or look for 

Work Party on www.ticketsource.co.uk.  
Alternatively contact the Friends’ Secretary, Mike Lewis, at 

secretary@friendsch.org or 01243 784186.

Key changes including the  
(hopefully temporary) suspension  

of coffee and biscuits
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A Day in the Life of Oysterboat 
Terror Volunteers
Oysterboat Terror is a 125-year old Emsworth oyster boat that 
was fully restored with a Heritage Lottery Grant by Chichester 
Harbour Conservancy some 15 years ago. While still owned 
by the Conservancy, she has been operated and managed by 
a dedicated team from Friends of Chichester Harbour for the 
past seven seasons.

To become a skipper on Terror you first of all have to have a 
love for old boats. They are quirky, have heavy equipment and 
no modern winches to ease the raising or lowering of sails, it’s 
all done with ropes and pulleys which take some time to get 
used to.

Thankfully Friends of Chichester Harbour has a team of some 
30 volunteers who give up a few hours of the day every so 
often to skipper and crew for paying passengers on a two-hour 
trip around Chichester Harbour.

Based at Emsworth Yacht Harbour, skippers and crew will meet 
passengers some half an hour before departure, don lifejackets 
and give them a safety briefing about what to be careful of 
when under sail.

Then it’s time to slip the lines and glide gently over the sill 
out of the marina and into the upper reaches of Chichester 
Harbour and the Emsworth Channel. The skipper and crew 
are a fountain of knowledge of the history of the Emsworth 
oyster trade which used to ship millions of oysters each week 
to London and further afield. It is a fascinating history of a 
once thriving trade, only matched by the oyster trade from 
Whitstable in Kent.

The skippers and crew are also very knowledgeable about the 
wildlife in the harbour, pointing out the vast variety of birds, 
from ospreys to owls and terns to teals. And then there’s the 
chance to spot some of the forty harbour seals that thrive in 
Chichester Harbour. They can often be seen basking on the 
mud flats or bobbing up around Terror as she gently sails up 
and down the harbour.

Terror is a treasure to be looked after and cared for over the 
next few years. The skippers and crew bring a great sense of 
occasion to a trip onTerror and are able to give the passengers 
an insight into the history, wildlife a and beauty of our 
wonderful harbour.  Chris Clode

As a volunteer skipper, I look at the weather 
in the harbour noting the wind strength and 
the general conditions. I check that the crew 
are ready and contact the passengers. 

Terror is moored in Emsworth Yacht Harbour 
where the crew and I arrive about an hour 
before departure to carry out checks on the 
boat before the guests arrive for the safety 

briefing. Once formalities are complete, we move Terror off the 
pontoon and motor out of the marina.

Steering around Echo navigation mark we head south to haul 
up the main gaff and mainsail followed by the jib attached to 
the protruding bowsprit. Once the sails are set we have around 
2½ hours of boating pleasure taking in harbour life, sometimes 
going to Langstone and down to Chichester Harbour entrance 
with views across the water to Chichester Cathedral and, if we’re 
lucky, we might spot the bobbing head of a seal on the way. 
Many of our passengers are delighted to take the helm and 
assist with sailing Terror under the guidance of the skipper.

Before you know it, the trip is coming to an end and we have to 
head back to Emsworth Yacht Harbour. We moor back on the 
pontoon, say our farewells and leave Terror until the next trip.

Roger Palmer
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A Golden  
Harbour Family
No doubt you were gripped by the Olympics this 
summer, for all the Team GB members it had been 
a long and difficult run up to the Games but they 
did us proud with their stellar performances. And 
for us, the Gold won by 27 year-old local girl Eilidh 
McIntyre was even more exciting. From just two 
years-old she was taken out sailing with her Dad, 
Mike. Since then she has honed her skills on the 
local waters. Ali Beckett chatted to Mike McIntyre, 
himself an Olympic Gold Medalist in the Star Class 
at the 1988 Seoul Olympics.

How long have your family been connected to the Harbour?
We joined Hayling Island Sailing Club (HISC) in 1996 when 
Eilidh was just two years old. At that time we lived north of 
Winchester and travelled back and forth every weekend. We 
then bought a house in Wittering Road, as close to the Club as 
we could get! 

What support have you received from HISC?
The Club, like others in the Harbour, is excellent at nurturing 
young ones with their Junior and Youth programmes. They 
provided all the training and support needed that helped all 
my children fall in love with watersports. 

Eilidh was racing from the age of 9 and started to take the 
sport seriously when she was 12 years old.

My son Angus is a keen wing- and wind-foiler and my other 
daughter Gemma sailed 29ers and 49ers then competed with 
me in the Flying 15 Championship when it was held at HISC in 
2011 and we finished second.

Is Chichester Harbour a good training ground?
It certainly is, especially here at HISC. The mix of conditions 
helps you build vital experience. The ever changing wind and 
the strong tides in the harbour, along with the nearby open sea 
conditions with the big waves, helps develop strong all-round 
sailors.

What happened to Eilidh’s training during lockdown?
All activity on the water was stopped, so like everyone else 
there were no opportunities for sailing for a few months. 
During that time she stayed focused on keeping physically fit 
at home. In the summer she could get back out on the water 
and training resumed. However, she needed to travel abroad 
for training and competitions which was really tricky with all 
the travel restrictions, quarantine and testing regulations.

What’s next for Eilidh?
In August we had a big welcome home party at HISC. Taking 
part in the Olympics and winning a medal has been such a 
long-term ambition that for now she just needs some time to 
relax and take stock before deciding what she what is next.

What is your favourite part of the Chichester Harbour?
That’s a really hard question! I do love paddleboarding up to 
Mengeham and seeing the seals. Also, Bosham at high tide is a 
really special place.

What are your environmental concerns for Chichester Harbour?
For all small boat sailors and paddlesports, it has to be the 
water quality and the problems with sewage being dumped in 
the harbour. Our beautiful harbour deserves better than that.

Hannah Mills of Britain and Eilidh McIntyre at the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics in the Women's 470, Enoshima Yacht Harbour

The family and friends of Olympic gold medalist Eilidh McIntyre 
celebrate at Hayling Island Sailing Club, Hampshire, as her boat 
crosses the finish line at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.

 "It's the people that make the Club"
As Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club celebrates it's centenary, Vice-President Sarah 
Thorsby recalls the early days of the Club that was founded on a self-help ethos.

The Emsworth Mud Slippers Sailing Club was formally founded 
on the 26th of September 1921, the ‘mud’ being dropped in 
1924. Of all the towns and villages that front onto Chichester 
harbour Emsworth is the only one that can boast two sailing 
clubs. Both have very different backgrounds but today there 
is much collaboration between the two clubs particularly in 
the provision of racing keenly fought by both dinghies and 
cruisers.

The most instrumental time in the ESSC’s history was the 
purchase of the Mill on the Quay in South Street on the 23rd of 
November 1977. Planning permission was granted for change 
of use and alterations to the Mill in April 1978. The club finally 
moved from its home of 16 years, the Anchor (now 36 On the 
Quay) at the end of 1979. 

ESSC has famously prided itself on its self-help ethos, 
illustrated during the renovations that ensued. A long-serving 
member, Pat Haysom, has adorned the club with many 
beautiful wooden carvings depicting the nursery rhyme, ‘the 
house that Jack built’, which couldn’t have epitomised the work 
undertaken any better. 

ESSC continues to be indebted to the Commodore at the time 
and current President, Michael Hackman. Renovations took 
place under his guidance. Stories remembered include a tip off 
from a club member working on the railways, who mentioned 
that wooden trunking was being replaced with concrete, a 

van trip later collected enough timber to provide temporary 
flooring, scaffold boards and shuttering for reinforcing piles 
under the building. Then there were the 8,000 wooden floor 
blocks salvaged from Portsmouth Post Office, the undersides 
scraped clean of bitumen by hand and a donation from a 
cancelled order of wooden panels used to make up speakers 
from Goodmans, the same still lining our roof and panels in the 
alcoves in the bar today. The members hard work and attention 
to detail was recognised in 1988 with the Solent Preservation 
Society Award and the prestigious Sunday Times award in a 
National competition for the reuse of industrial buildings.

Roll on 100 years and the club is still an integral part of 
the Emsworth community and in normal circumstances a 
successful thriving club, still proud of its self-help ethos that 
has been nurtured all this time. We are unique in producing 
a pantomime every three years with each new Commodore. 
Our president has often said; 'it’s not the club building it’s the 
people inside that make the Club’ and this is so true. ESSC is run 
by passionate committed people who share the enjoyment of 
sailing in whatever shape this may be. Having been designated 
a RYA training establishment in 1991, approximately 150 
children in our junior and youth programme continue to be 
taught by volunteer parents alongside a substantial adult 
sailing and powerboat programme. The club’s ethos continues 
to be seen in the maintenance of the wonderful clubhouse, in 
which so much time and effort has been invested by so many 
over the years.
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Friends of Chichester Harbour
c/o Harbour Office
Itchenor, Chichester
PO20 7AW
www.friendsch.org

Contacts
Chairman: Heather Baker, chairman@friendsch.org
Secretary: Mike Lewis, secretary@friendsch.org
Treasurer: Jamie Smith, treasurer@friendsch.org
Membership: Pam Marrs, membership@friendsch.org
Events: Chris Harvey, admin@friendsch.org
Design & Production: www.alibeckettdesign.co.uk
Registered Charity: 1051162

New Members Welcome
Membership rates:
Single: £20
Couple: £30
Family: £40
Members receive regular 
newsletters, invites to special 
events, discount on Conservacy 
events and the opportunity to 
join environmental work parties.
To join please email: 
membership@friendsch.org
Existing Members: please check 
your standing order is for the 
correct new rate.

Working with  
The Friends of Chichester Harbour

Friends of Chichester Harbour AGM 2021
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021

 The thirty fourth Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Chichester Harbour will be held on Thursday 21st October 
2021 at Chichester Yacht Club commencing at 6pm. Welcome Drinks will be served from 5.30pm.

AGENDA
1.   Welcome and apologies for absence (Please inform the Secretary if you wish your apologies for absence to be noted)
2.   Report of the 2020 Annual General Meeting (available on the website or via Secretary)
3.   Presentation of the 2020/21 Annual Report by the Chairman (available as above)
4.   Presentation of the 2020/21 Accounts by the Treasurer (available as above)
5.   Election of Accounts Examiner: Proposal: Blue Spire Accountants Chichester
6.   Changes to Constitution (full wording, if required from the Secretary)

- Para P(i) Annual General Meeting: action to be taken in "extraordinary circumstances"
- Para 11(b) Honorary Officers: remove the posts of Membership Secretary and Newsletter Editor to reflect existing   
working practice and provide a more responsive and flexible Executive Committee

7.   Election of the Officers and Executive Committee for 2021/22

The 2020/2021 Officers and Executive Committee were:

Note: All the Honorary Officers and Trustees shown in BOLD above are willing to stand for election for the year 2021-22
Any other person wishing to stand for election as an Officer or member of the Executive Committee should submit their 
nomination in writing to reach the Secretary at least 14 days before the AGM. All nominations received will be announced to 
the AGM and a ballot will then be held if necessary.
8.   Close of formal business
9.   Report from Richard Craven (Director and Harbour Master) Chichester Harbour Conservancy
10. Project “Return of the Terns” – update by Oliver Chipperfield and the Project Manager

M Lewis (Secretary) 8th September 2021

Chairman ......................................... Heather Baker (2018) (Acting from January 2021)

Vice-Chairman ............................... Vacant since January 2021 - previously Heather Baker

Treasurer .......................................... Jamie Smith (co-opted November 2020)

Secretary .......................................... Mike Lewis (2012)

Membership Secretary ............... Pam Marrs (2012)

Events ............................................... Managed by the Events Committee - Chris Harvey

Newsletter Editor .......................... Overseen by Oliver Chipperfield

Trustees ............................................ Oliver Chipperfield (2013) (Chairman: Oct 2016 - Jan 2021), Chris Harvey (2012), Richard 
Sells (2020), Claire Stokes (2020). Co-opted: Claire Armstrong (Jan 21), Gavin Crick (April 21)
Mark Stanton (2017), Val Davis (2019) and Nigel Bennett (2019) stood down January 2021. Chris 
Clode (Terror) (2015) will stand down at the AGM 

(Figure in brackets 
denotes year of election 
to the Executive)


