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As I write this the birds are singing to tell 
each other it’s time to start the mating 

game again, the snowdrops are out and will 
soon be followed by daffodils, and we are all 
beginning to hope winter has done its worst.

The recent birdwatching trip on the solar boat 
was a resounding success, although cold, but 
when is bird watching not cold?

Working parties are in full swing and Terror 
is receiving a little TLC in preparation for the 
season’s trips.

The Return of the Tern project is moving ahead, 
recharging the shingle on Stakes Island has 
received its permit and we are now waiting for 
determination of the planning application for 
the moving of many tons of shingle. Rafts are 

meanwhile being assembled and the old ones 
serviced so that they can be installed early in 
May.

Water quality monitoring, marine waste and 
microplastics work is still high on our agenda 
and the events team have a lively programme 
organised for our members

We are very concerned about the disturbance of 
birds and seals caused by users of paddleboards, 
kayaks and other similar craft, and hope that the 
new buoyage and leaflets being distributed by 
the harbour office will be read and responded to 
by all harbour users. 

It’s going to be a busy season for FoCH, I hope 
you can join us and enjoy our fabulous harbour.

              Heather Baker

 FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

Events coming up
We used Ticketsource for the first time with the birdwatching 
trip and lunch to help with the administration of our Events. 
The booking seemed to go well and therefore we will be using 
this in the future. We are learning fast and will let you know 
how we get on. We will be using mass emails to advertise the 
impending events. Please follow the links from the emails to 
book your places. 

An idea of what is in the pipeline is:

March:  A zoom meeting about bees.
May:  A talk about Admiral Murray at Fishbourne  
 Church Hall.
June:   Seal safari onboard Solar Heritage.
 Visit to Fort Cumberland near Southsea.
July:  Tour of the Chichester Roman walls.
Sept:  Visit to Tinwood Vineyard.
October:  Tea at Goodwood.
 Talk on the Chichester/Arun canal at Eames Farm.

Editorial
Welcome to another edition of the Friends Newsletter. There 
are two articles I would like to highlight. Firstly cycling. The 
Friends have consistently supported improving cycling 
facilities around the harbour for a number of reasons. Cycling 
is popular in the area but could become more popular and 
accessible with better facilities. There are cycling routes and 
paths, but there are still too many places where different road 
users are brought together which makes cycling unpleasant 
and dangerous. One particular problem is the A286 - the 
Chichester / Witterings road - where a single cyclist can cause 
significant tailbacks and lead to tensions and dangerous 
incidents (something the recent Highway Code changes 
might make even worse).

Cycling is something the Friends - and our partners in the 
Conservancy - are pushing as hard as possible. Our goal is to 
have safe cycling routes all around the harbour and adjoining 
areas, together with links to the South Downs. The Salterns 
Way upgrade and improvement is a major building block in 
this plan.

Secondly, we have a fascinating update from Corina Ciocan 
about pollution in the harbour showing how complicated it is 
to understand and respond to these issues. Our involvement 
with supporting Brighton University has now been going 
for several years and shows what longstanding collaborative 
support can achieve.

I wish you all a good 2022, and hope we have a fine summer 
ahead of us.   Oliver Chipperfield, Editor
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Education News
It has been a very busy start to the year for the Conservancy’s Education Centre, with Welly Walks, Harbour 
Tots, Junior Conservancy debating days and the occasional field trip and art workshop - all taking place 
in January and February. Schools are booking earlier than usual and so far this year we have had a lot of 
interest from new customers requesting dates for the Spring and Summer. We hope to fit them all in!
Of course, this very is heartening after the challenges of the pandemic and a clear message that teachers 
want to get their young people outdoors to explore the Nature and the Harbour.

Cultural Spark 22 
In May we are working with two partner organisations, 
the Novium Museum and Pallant House Gallery as part 
of Cultural Spark 22. We will be working together to host 
workshops for local Primary schools, with the opportunity to 
combine a Harbour and a Gallery or Museum experience in 
one day.

The workshop with the Novium will have a ‘Roman’ focus, 
with a museum session followed by activities at Dell Quay 
with our Team. The Pallant House Gallery and Conservancy 
workshops will involve the children in collecting natural 
pigments, images and materials from the shoreline and 
then using these to make art at the Gallery with the Gallery’s 
Education Officer.

Maybush Arts Trail 
On the 31st January we launched an exciting new project 
with Fine Art undergraduates from the University of 
Chichester. The Conservancy has commissioned them 
to produce temporary artworks as part of an Arts Trail at 
Maybush Copse. The students visited Dell Quay for a project 
presentation and then we drove to Maybush to view the site 
and meet Stephen Johnson, Chair of the Friends of Maybush.
The students work in a wide variety of materials – paint, 
textiles, ceramics, metal and plaster and they are considering 
some inspiring and exciting responses to the Copse and 
Harbour.

The art trail will open from 29 April for two weeks. Our 
thanks to the Harbour Trust and the Friends of Maybush for 
their kind permission to use the site and their support for this 
project.

Bird Aware Solent, Harbour 
Education Centre and  
Thorney Island Primary
Finally, I must mention a collaboration with Bird Aware Solent 
and Thorney Island Primary. On the 4th March we will be 
joining Lizzie Hibberd, Senior Outreach Ranger from Bird 
Aware and her Team for a special bird and wildlife day at 

Thorney school. Bird Aware will also be hosting a weekend 
family walk to coincide with the school event. Our aim is 
to help the children and their families understand what a 
special place Chichester Harbour is and understand some of 
the issue of coastal disturbance of wetland birds.

Mary Ross
In January we had the very 
sad news that Mary Ross, the 
Conservancy’s first Harbour Teacher, 

had passed away.
Mary was an inspiring and intrepid 

Harbour teacher, who lead some of the 
first school field trips in the Harbour after the Education Centre 
was opened in 1999.  Mary is remembered extremely fondly by 
many of the Education staff and her contribution still lives on in 
many of the stories and activities we continue to use today. The 
Harbour was a very special place to Mary, as well as teaching 
and volunteering for the Conservancy she enjoyed being on the 
water and walking in the Harbour.

An art student visits Maybush Copse as part of a new project for 
the Arts Trail
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Salterns Way is not just there for leisure purposes. The A286 
Birdham Road is an incredibly busy route, and in creating 
the Salterns Way, which runs parallel, it offers cyclists an 
alternative, mostly off-road route, away from the traffic. 
Furthermore, cycling is also a sustainable form of transport. 
With no harmful emissions, no impact on air quality, no noise 
pollution, and no congestion or parking problems, cycling is 
good for the environment. Cycling is also great for health and 
wellbeing too, by stimulating breathing, reducing blood fat 
levels, and of course exercise can help to lower stress levels.

The Conservancy is hugely grateful to around a dozen 
landowners who played their part by allowing permissive 
access across their land to form the Salterns Way cycle route 
since 2006. We also appreciate the regular feedback from our 
Volunteer Rangers and members of the public who help us 
to maintain the route, for example by reporting obstructions, 
like over-hanging branches after a storm, so we can go out 
and quickly put things right again.
 
It’s not one-off obstructions that we need to think about 
though. Although the surface of the route was never in 
poor condition, the Conservancy strives for excellence 
and last year saw an opportunity to make some surface 
enhancements so that the Salterns Way would be fit for 
purpose for the next 25 years. This thinking really came 
about after the surge in use during the pandemic, and the 
emergence of ‘staycations’ as more and more people looked 
to have a holiday in the UK.

The Conservancy identified four areas that would benefit 
from resurfacing. The stretches were between: 
Sheepwash Lane and Itchenor Park Farm
Itchenor Park Farm and Itchenor Memorial Hall
Itchenor Caravan Park and Oldhouse Farm
Lippering Farm and Westlands Farm

The Friends’ The Friends’ 
contribution contribution 
of £45,000 was of £45,000 was 
essential to the essential to the 
improvement improvement 
works on the works on the 
Salterns WaySalterns Way

Enhancing the 
Salterns Way
The Salterns Way is a 12-mile cycle route 
from central Chichester to East Head in 
West Wittering. It was opened in 2006 
as one of the initiatives funded from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund through the 
Rhythms of the Tide project. Since then, 
it has grown in popularity with locals 
for leisure and commuters use and for 
visitors wanting to explore the attractive 
countryside of Chichester Harbour Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. Dr Richard 
Austin updates us about recent work on 
the route.
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The decision was taken to change the finish from Fittleworth 
stone to a more durable self-binding gravel that would better 
cope with the volume of cyclists, except at Itchenor Caravan 
Park where we retained the grid system so as to minimise the 
visual impact on the adjacent greenspace. Where possible, 
the Conservancy also followed the guidance from Sustrans to 
widen the path to 2.2 metres, as is the new national standard. 
This width allows two cyclists to safely pass each other.
 
With the specification finalised, the Conservancy 
approached the Friends of Chichester Harbour for a financial 
contribution of £45,000. This was kindly approved by the 

A Sustrans Volunteers View
Sustrans is short for sustainable 
transport and dates from 7 July 1977 
when some cyclists set up a group 
called ‘cyclebag’. It was a response to 
the environmental threats highlighted 
by the oil crisis. Their aim, then and 
now, is to find solutions to the growth 
of traffic and the ‘problems’ of deaths, 
injuries, noise, pollution, destruction 
of the environment and the impact on 
children who have never experienced 
the freedom of cycling. The focus is on 
promoting sustainable transport.

Funding to develop the National Cycle Network came 
from the National Lottery, local authorities, development 
agencies, the European Union, Highways Agency, cycle 
trade, industry and Sustrans supporters. There are three 
aims in creating the network: 1. Attractive for novices, 
2. Memorable for visitors 3. Useful for everyday cyclists. 
The network is a mix of roads and traffic-free paths. The 
long-term vision is to make the Network traffic-free, fully 
accessible and suitable for everyone to enjoy.

Sustrans head office is in Bristol with a number of regional 
offices. Although there are paid posts, it relies heavily on 
volunteers and supporters. The Sustrans Ranger Scheme 
began in 1998 with volunteers who shared the ambitions 
and were keen to look after sections of route close to where 
they live. 

I have a local government background but re-discovered 
cycling for exercise and leisure when I could no longer 
run. I joined early in the Ranger Scheme and looked after 
a section of NCN (National Cycle Network) 51, between 
Bicester Village and Winslow. I regularly rode the route and 
posted and checked signing of the cycle way was effective, 
informative and maintained, that millennium mileposts 

were maintained, kept clean and 
re-painted and rest areas kept free 
of litter and vegetation cut back. I 
re-located back to the south coast 4 
years ago.

The Chichester group covers 
Littlehampton to Emsworth and 
Petersfield to Pulborough. The 
group is 12 strong, all enthusiastic 
and committed volunteers with a 
Group Organiser. They have a variety 
of backgrounds and skills they use 
to help develop the organisation 

and network. Signing and maintenance of routes are 
key activities, cutting back vegetation, clearing litter and 
onwards reporting of issues to the relevant authorities. 
There are also organised led rides, comments on planning 
applications to gain cycling benefits, comments on 
consultations for the same reason, working with others to 
improve and add routes, lobbying (particularly politicians), 
feeding comments into local plans and considerable work 
on linking communities to the National Cycle Network.

I volunteer for exercise and for the comradeship of the 
group. I look after the section from the RSPB Visitor Centre 
at Pagham Harbour down to Medmerry. I represent the 
group on the Selsey-Chichester Greenway Project of the 
Selsey Community Forum and attend the GLaM (Green Links 
across the Manhood Peninsular) sub-group of the Manhood 
Peninsular Partnership, where we are also represented.  

There are many opportunities to become involved in 
Sustrans - from Rangers looking after a section of the 
Network, help on led rides and cycle training, fund raising 
and information stalls, repairing bicycles, sponsoring 
lengths of routes, donating monies or materials. Find more 
information at www.sustrans.org.uk.

Executive Committee. The Woodger Trust also agreed to 
the same contribution, with the remainder paid for by the 
Conservancy. The project would not have happened without 
the support of the Friends and the Woodger Trust.
 
The contractors started work in October 2021 and the project 
was completed in January 2022. It was a huge undertaking 
for everyone involved and was especially testing for the 
contractors during some pretty wet weather over that period.
 
We hope that cyclists will enjoy the Salterns Way route for 
years to come!

The author Martin Chuter (black t-shirt) 
with his daughter and friend at one of the 

Sustrans Millenium mileposts
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New Beginnings for a New Season
As spring welcomes warmer and longer days and begins to show new life outdoors there are also changes 
afoot at the Conservancy. Judi Darley, FoCH life member, writes about her career with the Conservancy.
In March I will be standing down as 
Communities Officer to make way for 
new beginnings at the Harbour Office. I 
shall be retiring at the end of this month 
having completed just short of 26 years 
of very interesting work aiming to help 
contribute to the understanding and 
ongoing protection of the special natural 
qualities of Chichester Harbour, a beautiful 
landscape that we all hold dear to our 
hearts. I shall of course remain devoted to 
the Harbour! I will just have more time to be 
out walking, watching the birds, identifying 
the flowers, and going out on the water on a boat trip or two, 
occasionally rowing from a sailing club or taking Andy’s ferry 
across the channel from Itchenor to Bosham.

I started work with the Conservancy back in 1996 mainly 
to answer ‘dear Harbour Master’ letters from school pupils 
working on projects in their studies. I spent a lot of time 
photocopying documents and sending out wads of paper 
in big envelopes. How times have changed! These days of 
course the research can be done virtually, on the web, and 
it has been many years since I was passed such a letter. I am 
sure many hundreds of trees have also been saved at the 
same time. 

Alongside my office-role back then I was asked if I would 
think of establishing some public events exploring the 
Harbour area’s natural environment. The very first event was 
stream dipping Fishbourne Meadows - which also focussed 
my own learning on the different survival techniques that 
stream creatures display to the ones I was familiar with when 
working on pond dipping sessions at 
school in my previous job. The events 
soon grew in number and 

range as I learnt more about the different 
habitats that make up the estuary ecosystem 
and over the years met local enthusiasts 
who were, thankfully, happily persuaded to 
help in delivering these discovery learning 
sessions. For many years now our range of 
events have been enriched by the help and 
knowledge in particular of John Arnott and 
his equally knowledgeable wife Philippa, 
also members of FoCH. I remember that 
when I first chatted with John I thought, 
‘this person knows stuff’. But not only that, 
he was also great at explaining things too, 

eureka! I have learnt over the years that whilst experts may 
know their subject very well many just can’t seem to be able 
to get back to basics to bring it across to beginners like us. I 
must also thank volunteer Steve Baldwin and his dog Maddie 
for their help and support with leading the guided walks.

Last year turned out to be a timely one for me as I was asked 
to deliver a project looking back at the past (and first) 50 
years of the Conservancy, since it was formed by Act of 
Parliament in 1971 - I had worked as part of the staff team 
for half of that time. It felt like a culmination of my years 
here and was so interesting to put together. My thanks go 
especially to volunteer and FOCH member Shirley Rushmer 
who so kindly agreed to be my camera-operator and who 
has given so many hours of her time and dedication to the 
12 vlogs we have been putting 
together for 
YouTube. 
The project is 
almost done. 
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These days the Conservancy’s formal education programme 
for schools is managed by my colleague Jane Latawski 
supported by a large team of teachers and dedicated 
volunteers. Back in the 1990s I trialled some school field trips 
with the help of Year 6 teachers at Central Primary School 
(now St Joseph’s) in Chichester. This led to me identifying 
a need for shelter and toilets if they were going to be 
successful. With support of the Conservancy and guidance 
of Philip Couchman, AONB Manager at the time, in 1999 the 
Education Centre opened at Dell Quay, an old store building 
we had renovated and kitted out with, at the time, the latest 
in computers too. Whilst I acknowledged that computers 
were becoming part of everyday life I worked also to keep 
real field trips going. I developed a new field trip, inspired 
by the then new National Curriculum on Citizenship, called 
Junior Conservancy, which allowed pupils to spend a day 
visiting the Harbour and then the Council Chamber at County 
Hall in Chichester in order to learn about the issues and how 
they are discussed by the real Committees. I’m so chuffed 
that Jane and her team are still leading them today. I didn’t 
believe that any virtual field trip was going to be anything 
like the same as visiting a place for real and not only seeing 
it but feeling and hearing and smelling it – and, sometimes 
inadvertently, tasting it too. Thankfully field trips are now 
valued again, more than they were for a very trying time.

I have been involved in many other initiatives over the years 
but two in particular I am very attached to and these are 
the Conservancy’s boats, the Solar Heritage and Oysterboat 
Terror. In the years 2004-6 we delivered 40 projects funded 
by the Heritage Lottery and both these vessels were given 
the green light at that time to be brought in and have roles in 
showing the Harbour to the public. Philip Couchman wanted 
to see a solar-powered boat in the Harbour and I wanted 
a boat that could take a whole class of pupils and their 
teachers and helpers. The outcome was the acquisition of the 
Solar Heritage, bought and brought over from Lake Neuchatel 
in Switzerland. She has given the Harbour 18 years of service, 
most of it brilliantly and occasionally some of it perplexing 
as we got to grips with understanding how to maintain an 
electric boat. 

Emsworth’s Oysterboat Terror was a project that just 
happened to come along at the right time with a local 
newspaper article appealing for help in taking on what was 
pretty much a wreck and the Conservancy able to get HLF 
funding both to renovate her and sponsor an apprenticeship 
too. Since 2014 she has been managed by volunteers from 
the Friends of Chichester Harbour who are also sailing 
enthusiasts and I have sat on the Operating Committee as 
CHC representative and secretary from the start and will 
continue as secretary as a volunteer, like all the others, once I 
am retired. 

In 2016 I was kindly given an award by the National 

Association of AONBs for 20 years of work in my role at 
the Conservancy contributing to the ‘conservation and 
enhancement of AONBs’.

The past two years dominated by Covid has affected all our 
lives. In my job all the events ceased for quite some time 
and I turned my attention to desk-based tasks. It meant that 
I suddenly had time to put all the walking and cycle routes I 
had got to know and lead into downloadable-PDF form, (also 
published in a pack, £12, from the Harbour Office) and also a 
series of twenty activity sheets giving ideas for families to do 
on their own. Many thanks to designer, and former colleague, 
Ali Beckett for helping me put them together, for deciphering 
my scribbled edits, and giving me the opportunity to work 
with her once again. 
 
Over the years, I have met and got to know well my 
colleagues at the Conservancy office and in both the teams 
involved in skippering, crewing and managing the Solar 
Heritage and Oysterboat Terror, I am constantly delighted 
and inspired by the dedication, knowledge and enthusiasm 
they all bring to their roles. It has been like being part of a big 
family – you know, you get along happily and sometimes you 
even love them but occasionally they can also drive you nuts. 
However, you wouldn’t have ever been without them and I 
am thankful for having been part of those teams for so long. I 
wish everyone well for the future.

Finally, I shall miss the wonderful view from my office 
window! However, I shall remain in touch with what’s going 
on, and I hope that you will too. Many thanks to everyone 
who has given their support to the Conservancy’s events 
programme over the years – you have so kindly enabled me 
to be lucky enough to deliver a really enjoyable role for so 
many years.

I shall miss the wonderful view from my office window!
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Following the success of the Chichester Harbour 
Microplastics Symposium back in 2018, Dr. Corina Ciocan, 
Principal Lecturer at the University of Brighton has received 
support from the FOCH, Natural Environment Group, Manor 
of Bosham and University of Brighton Radical Futures 
group, to continue the investigations into the microparticle 
contamination of Chichester Harbour, with emphasis on 
Glass Reinforced Plastic (GRP). 

Technically speaking, the GRP consists of a plastic phase 
with a higher mechanical durability offered by the 
inclusion of glass fibres. Whilst GRP became very popular in 
manufacturing and construction of all kinds in the past 60-70 
years, it is the impact of the composite fragmentation (due to 
cutting/crushing or natural weathering) that is now gaining 
considerable attention. 

Reports on GRP presence on coastal environments are 
beginning to emerge within estuaries worldwide, where 
fine sediments and organic material easily bind with 

contaminants. Researchers at Brighton, in collaboration 
with the University of Portsmouth have unravelled some 
important features able to modulate the micro-particles 
transport, sedimentation and their potential ingestion 
by aquatic animals (i.e. oysters, mussels, rag worms) in 
Chichester Harbour. 

These findings are already the topic of a Master thesis at the 
University of Brighton and will be further investigated by a 
new PhD student (funded by the Conservancy and the Manor 
of Bosham and The Hundred).

Chemical contamination of the aquatic environment in 
Chichester Harbour is also high up on the University of 
Brighton research agenda; Dr. Corina Ciocan is leading a 
team of specialists interested in developing quick tests to 
detect the impact of several chemical pollutants on marine 
organisms, with applicability in Chichester Harbour.

The £1.9 million study is financed by the EU Interreg Channel 

Tackling the pollution in 
Chichester Harbour
Researchers at the University of Brighton are currently running several 
exciting scientific projects in Chichester Harbour, aiming to understand the 
sources and impact of the contaminants present in the harbour.

The marine environment 
accelerates the 
degradation process 
of reinforced plastic 
generating localised 
damage in specific areas. 
Continuous drying and 
wetting due to the tidal 
cycles and, in addition, 
the mechanical action 
of the waves, lead to 
the GRP degradation 
and dispersion of 
microparticles in 
the surrounding 
environment.
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programme and is bringing together specialists 
from France and UK (including Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy). The Interreg RedPol project, co-
funded by the European Regional Development 
Fund, focuses on the endocrine disrupting 
chemicals (EDCs) – pollutants able to induce 
reproductive, developmental and behavioural 
problems in the population of wild animals (and 
flora), which can generate an environmental 
imbalance. This is particularly poignant for the 
estuaries and coastal areas, where the presence 
of EDCs can limit the production of fish and 
molluscs. Thus, these compounds not only impact 
environmental health but also the associated 
economic activities.

The research conducted by the RedPol specialists 
will test at least six compounds suspected 
of significantly impacting human health and 
environments, and aims to improve industry 
practices, consolidate regulatory assessments and 
promote environmentally responsible behaviour. 

A symposium is being planned for later this year, 
targeting local communities, visitors to Chichester 
Harbour, local and national authorities and 
more. RedPol partners will present their scientific 
findings, however educational and interactive 
activities will also be on the programme, allowing 
the participants to understand the concept of 
pollutants, hormones and endocrine disruptors. 
So, watch this space!

Microscopic analysis revealed a dizzying 
number of glass fibres within the 
sediment samples collected from the shore, 
close to Dell Quay. Some of the most striking 
images are these - a bundle of fibreglass, 
10 times thinner than human hair and a 

small water snail pierced several times, looking like a 
floating pin cushion.

These findings strongly suggest that the presence 
of fibreglass microparticles in Chichester Harbour 
will eventually lead to laceration and damage 
of the local organisms; fibreglass are also likely 
contaminating other sites by hitchhiking their way 
out of the original location.

9

(one) of the most striking 
images (is) a small water snail 
pierced several times, looking 
like a floating pin cushion

“ “
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With all eyes focused on the COP26 conference last year, 
tree planting has been offered as one of the ways that we 
can capture carbon and achieve net-zero. And it certainly 
feels like it has never been so popularised as now with many 
companies planting a tree for each purchase and everyone in 
the UK being invited this year to ‘plant a tree for the jubilee’. 

But tree planting is nothing new and right from its early 
days the Conservancy led the way with local tree planting. 
In partnership with the Friends of Chichester Harbour 
thousands of trees are planted each year. In fact since 2014 
records show that 16,500 saplings have been planted within 
the AONB (none were planted in 2021 due to the pandemic).

The Conservancy usually plant bareroot saplings sourced 
from English Woodlands. A mixture of native trees including 
holly, guelder rose, hawthorn, blackthorn, field 
maple and oak is used. Working with local 
landowners, suitable sites are found, the 
majority of the planting goes in as field 
boundaries and as it grows will form 
hedgerows providing food and 
shelter for wildlife. 

I met up with Head Ranger, Keith 
Rathbone at Old Park Lane in 
Bosham. Next time you walk down 

Tree Planting in 
Chichester Harbour

the lane note the tree planting. 
Various sections have been 
done over the past few years 
and it gives you a good 
idea of the rate of growth. 
Plants put in during 2016 
have now matured to the 
point where they are flail 
cut by the farmer forming 
a robust hedgerow. On the 
opposite side are plants from 
2017 and around the corner are 
much smaller plants from 2020. This year 
500 oak trees will be planted on the site. 

All this work is done with the help of volunteers from the 
Friends. It is a nice job but also a tough one as it is 

done during the cold winter months and hands 
soon freeze whilst handling the fragile 

saplings and carefully twisting the tree 
guards around each one. On these 

work parties a hot drink is always 
welcome! 

The volunteers revisit the site over 
the next two years, weeding around 
the saplings and infilling as around 

10% of the plants fail. So whether 
you can get involved with hands-on 

planting or through your donations you 
can support the Friends with their ongoing 

tree planting work, a longterm work to protect 
the AONB for the generations to come.

Funding for the Future
In June 2021, the Government launched a new grant 
programme that can support tree planting. ‘Farming in Protected 
Landscapes’ (FiPL), is designed to help farmers and landowners deliver 
new projects against four key themes: Climate, Nature, People, Place. The 
Scheme is funded by Defra and will run for 3 years. In Chichester Harbour AONB 
we were allocated £125,000 to spend in year 1 (by 31 March 2022). 

To apply for 2022/23, you need to be a farmer or land manager in Chichester 
Harbour AONB, or you need to be an organisation or individual collaborating 
with a farmer, or group of land managers. Applications for projects outside the 
AONB will also be considered where the outcomes will benefit the AONB.

The minimum grant request is £1,000 and the maximum request is currently 
£20,000. An applicant can receive up to 100% for projects with no commercial 
benefit. For projects with a commercial benefit, support will be between 40% 
and 80%, depending on the level of benefit.

Currently we are welcoming Expressions of Interest from applicants for Year 2.

Please visit the Conservancy website for further details about the programme 
and how to apply or email: farming@conservancy.co.uk

Most 
of us haven’t got space 

for an oak tree in our garden but we 
could fit in something a bit smaller that is 

wildlife friendly. Do your research to make sure 
you get something that is right for the space you 

have. And if you want to celebrate the Jubilee - then 
pin your new tree on the QGC map. Check these 

websites for more information.
Eden Project - 10 British trees to grow in your 

garden
Queens Green Canopy

No ro
om for a mighty oak?
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Back out with the Birds
Following three cancellations due to adverse weather we 
at last managed to depart the jetty at Itchenor on our first 
birdwatching cruise of this winter with a full boat load of 
Friends. A bright sun and virtually no wind gave an almost 
springlike feel to the weather.
 
Within a few minutes we were passing a small flock of 
around 30 Lapwings loafing in their usual place beneath 
a low cliff of mud. Although they are the eighth most 
common wintering waterbird in Chichester Harbour, their 
numbers have declined. The first five years of this century 
averaged 3,355 Lapwings per winter. The current five years 
available, up to the 2019/20 winter, recorded an average 
of 1,392 per winter, a decline of 41.5%. This is typical of 
many of the waders that migrate from northern Russia, 
Scandinavia and the Baltic states to Britain for the winter. 
With winters becoming warmer many birds stop short in 
the Waddenzee off the coasts of Denmark, Germany and 
the Netherlands.
 
Many flocks of Brent Geese lined our route. This is the 
Dark-bellied race from Arctic Russia and in contrast to 
Lapwing, this species has increased by 68% since the first 
five years of this century (average 7,595 birds per winter) 
to now average 12,795 birds per winter. This data comes 
from the Wetland Bird Survey online reports for Chichester 
Harbour at https://app.bto.org/webs-reporting/numbers.jsp.

We enjoyed exciting views of large flocks of Dunlin 

and Bar-tailed Godwits. Grey Plovers were sprinkled 
generously about on the mudflats, each keeping a 
respectful distance from their neighbours as is their habit. 
Calling Curlews, Oystercatchers and Redshanks provided 
an atmospheric soundtrack to our cruise. In all nineteen 
species of birds were seen including one huge flock of 
Cormorants swimming in the southern end of the Thorney 
Channel.
 
After all these wondrous sights and sounds we all 
developed a keen appetite for our fish and chip lunch and 
a good natter in the warmth of Itchenor Sailing Club.

Flocks of Brent Goose lined our 
route..this species..average 7,595 
birds per winter
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New Members Welcome
Membership rates:
Single: £20
Couple: £30
Family: £40
Members receive regular 
newsletters, invites to special 
events, discount on Conservancy 
events and the opportunity to 
join environmental work parties.
To join please email: 
membership@friendsch.org

Return of the Tern Project
Nature Recovery 
of the Southern 
Coastal Plain
My name is Jess and I started in November 2021 as the 
Project Lead of the Heritage Lottery funded “Return of 
the Tern” project! The Friends of Chichester Harbour were 
successful in receiving the grant from the Green Recovery 
Challenge Fund early in 2021, and I am delighted to be 
working with both the Friends of Chichester Harbour and the 
Chichester Harbour Conservancy on the project over the next 
18 months! 

It was great to meet so many of you at the Friends of 
Chichester Harbour AGM in October, where I outlined 
the plans for the project. Since then, I have had a busy 
few months settling in to the role, learning about the 
Friends of Chichester Harbour and the Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy, and getting to know the harbour in a whole 
new way. 

For those of you who didn’t make the AGM, the project 
consists of 4 aspects:
1. Shingle recharge
We want to provide shingle recharge at appropriate sites 
in the harbour to enhance tern breeding habitat. We are 
currently applying for the consents and permissions that 
are required for the works. As Chichester Harbour is a highly 
designated environmental area, this is vital before starting 
this part of the project.
2. Tern rafts
Building upon the work the Conservancy has done deploying 
tern rafts at Thorney, we have funding for nine new rafts 
which will be placed across the whole harbour to support 
tern nesting pairs this breeding season. 
3. Fish population survey 
This aspect of the project aims to increase our understanding 
of how terns use the harbour and what they feed on. It is an 
important step in determining the food availability for both 
nesting and visiting terns in the harbour. A similar survey was 

completed in the early 2010s – it will be interesting to see 
how the data compare. 
4. Nature Recovery plan 
Although the majestic tern is the flagship species of this 
project, the overarching theme is nature recovery. We will be 
working with stakeholders and communities in and around 
Chichester Harbour to establish a Southern Coastal Plain 
Nature Recovery area for the Chichester Harbour AONB.

The next few months will be very exciting for the project, 
during which we will see the terns and other wildlife 
returning to the harbour as the weather gets warmer and the 
days get longer.

I am really thrilled to be leading this project for the Friends 
of Chichester Harbour and I will be keeping the members 
updated every step of the way throughout the project! 

Jessica Vagg

The next few months 
will be very exciting 

for the project, (with) 
the terns and other 
wildlife returning to 
the harbour as the 

weather gets warmer
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